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Kadar, Shultz meet In Budapest 

BUDAPEST (R) — US. Secretary of State George Shultz met 
Hungarian leader Janos Kadar on Monday for tallre expected to 
focos mi economic issues. Mr. Shultz’s visit, second stop on a 
tbr ee-nat ioa East European tour, was seen as a largely symbolic 
reaffirmation of the US. policy of differentiating between cou- 
ntries of the region rather than regarding thww as part of a 
monolithic bloc. Hie talks with Communist Party General Sec- 
retary Kadar, Hungary’s leader since 1956, followed a sightseeing 
tour of the historic capital which Mr. Shultz described ent- 
husiastically when tiie two men met at party headquarters. The 
tour included an inspection of the revered St Stephen's Grown 
that was held by the United States from the end of World War n 
until 1978. Its return to Hungary by former Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance marked a High point in the improvement of U.S.- 
Huhgarian relations. Mr. Shultz is the first secretary of state to 
come to Budapest since then. 
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British TV man missiiig in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) —Chris Wenner, a freelance British documentary 
producer, has been missing for 1 S days and is feared kidnapped, a 
colleague reported on Monday. Wenner. 39, was last seen Nov. 
29, when he left the Mayflower Hotel in west Beirut heading for 
the Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley in east Lebanon to film a 
feature film on the hashish trade in Lebanon, said Saeed Ashkar, a 
soundman for Rund Video News, a French documentary com- 
pany. He said that he and Wenner were working on a doc- 
umentary on Lebanon's lucrative hashish trade for Britain's Cha- 
nnel 4 commercial network. “We had a rendezvous to meet 
somewhere in the Bekaa two days later, on Dec. 1 . 1 went there 
and was told he had never showed up,'* said Ashkar, a Lebanese. 
“I've looked everywhere in the Bekaa and I've been in touch with 
all parties. They all deny ever seeing him.'* Ashkar said he and 
Wenner had been locked up by a militia outside Beirut for 24 
hours a month ago and warned off pursuing the hashish story. 
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King receives 
Nigerian message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received a message 
from Nigerian President General 
Ibrahim Makido on Sunday. The 
message was delivered to the King 
at the Royal Court by Yousef Mat- 
ima Fooli, a special Nigerian 
envoy. The meeting was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Marwan A] 
Qasem. 

MoeUemann 
arrives today. 

AMMAN (J.T.) — W.German 
Minister of State for Foreign Aff- 
airs Juergen MoeUemann is exp- 
ected to arrive in Amman on Tue- 
sday for talks with senior Jor- 
danian officials on the situation in 
the Mideast and Jordanian- 
W.German relations. Mr. Moe- 
Uema on, who is currently on a visit 
to Saudi Arabia, is scheduled to 
hold a press conference in Amman 
Tuesday evening. 

Alia opens talks on 
European operations 

AMMAN (Petra! — Directors of 
European sales offices at Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, began an 
annual meeting here on Monday. 
In an opening speech. Alia Dir- 
ector General Mahmoud Jamal 
Balqaz stressed the necessity for 
paying attention to safety in Alia’s 
operations and called on the par- 
ticipants io draw r up effective mar- 
keting plans. 

Arab social affairs 
ministers meet- 

TUNIS (Petra) — Jordan is to 
take part in the fourth session of 
the Council of Arab Social Affairs 
Ministers which opens here Tue- 
sday. On the agenda of the three- 
day meeting are the activities of 
the Arab Fund for Social Dev- 
elopment and ways of imp- 
lementing a comprehensive social 
development strategy in the Arab 
World. 

Jordan, Tunisia sign 
cultural protocol 

TUNIS ( Petra) — Jordan and 
Tunisia on Monday signed a 
three-year cultural cooperation 
agreement under which books, 
curricula and educational inf- 
ormation will be exchanged. The 
agreement also call for the exc- 
hange of cultural troupes and sci- 
entific and cultural seminars, exh- 
ibitions and organising festivals 
and strengthening sports coo- 
peration. Jordan's ambassador to 
Tunisia signed the protocol on 
behalf of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment, and the director of the 
National Cooperation Dep- 
artment at the Tunisian Foreign 
Ministry, Hammady Ibn Amman 
signed die agreement for Tunisia. 

Cheysson due 
here on Friday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Claude Che- 
ysson, a member of the European 
. Community (EC) Commission for 
North-South relations, is expected 
to arrive here Friday on a three- 
day visit to Jordan. Mr- Cheysson. 
a former defence minister of Fra- 
nce. is expected to be received by 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai for talks on issues of mutual 
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Lower House approves 
draft budget for 1986 

• Deputies endorse budget objectives but raise questions over 
public spending, steadfastness funds, arms and agriculture 

• Rifai replies by explaining long-term goals, socio-economic 
and defence policies and financial strategy and action 


Spanish king, queen begin Oman visit 


By Lands K. Andoni 
Salameh B. Ne’matt 
and Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporters 

AMMAN —The Lower House of Parliament 
approved the government’s 1986 draft bud- 
get law with a majority show of hands vote on 
Monday after a lengthy and sometimes hea- 
ted debate. 


The vote on the JD 923.7 mil- 
lion budget took place after the 
House listened to speeches by 15 
deputies who touched on several 


Forces to the Kingdom’s agr- 
iculture policy. Rime Minister 
Zaid Rifai replied to the com- 
ments and criticism at the end of 


topics ranging from the Armed the seven-hour session. 


The majority of deputies who 
spoke during the session endorsed 
the objectives of the . 1986 budget, 
particularly to fulfil the req- 
uirements of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and strengthen the 
country’s defence capabilities, 
support the steadfastness of the 
people in the Israeli occupied ter- 
ritories and strike a balance bet- 
ween expenditure and domestic 
revenue. 

Some members were very cri- 
tical of the government’s big spe- 
nding, particularly on ind- 
ependent service corporations 
which have a separate JD 500 mil- 
lion budget, and the country’s 


Iraqi president holds talks Renton 

with Gromyko in Moscow meets 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Iraqi Though it is bound to Iraq by a since last month's summit meeting 1 W. Bank 

leaders 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein con- 
ferred with Soviet President And- 
rei Gromyko . on Mcnday^aLthe . 
start of a visit that diplomats said 
was apparently aimed at obtaining 
farther Soviet arras supplies for 
his country. 

President Hussein arrived on a 
previously unannounced working 
visit, his first to the Soviet Union 
since December 1978 and his first . 
to a non- Arab state since the Gulf 
war erupted in September 1980. 

He was expected to meet Kre- 
mlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev on 
Tuesday. 

Middle East diplomats said they 
believed President Hussein had 
come to press for a major com- 
mitment to new arms sapplies or 
to clinch a possible deal outlined 
in visits in recent months by Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and 
other Iraqi officials. 

Moscow restored its arms shi- 
pments to Iraq in 1983 after sus- 
pending them at the outbreak of 
tire war with Iran. According to 
reports from the Middle East and 
Moscow diplomats, shipments 
were increased sharply last year. 


Though it is bound to Iraq by a 
1972 treaty of friendship the Sov- 
iet Union maintains a position of 
public neutrally towards the Gulf 
conflict.' 

Diplomats said President Hus- 
sein was likely to press the Kre- 
mlin to modify its attitude to 
Syria' s hwrlring for Iran in the Gulf 
fi ghting , 

The official Soviet news agency 
TASS said President Hussein was 
on a ’‘friendly working visit.’’ It 
did not provide any details of his 
schedule. 

. President Hussein received a 
top-level welcome at the airport 
from President Gromyko and 
Foreign Minis ter Eduard A. She- 
vardnadze. TASS said. 

Baghdad Radio said Monday it 
was a visit of “work aqd cor- 
diality,'* adding that the Iraqi lea- 
der was accompanied by member 
of the Revolutionaty Command 
(Ynmril Taha Yassin Ramadan, 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and 
Minister of State for Military Aff- 
airs Major General Abdul Jabbar 
Shinshel. 

President Hussein is the first 
Arab head of state to visit Moscow 


since last month's summit meeting 
between Mr. Gorbachev and US. 
President Ronald Reagan. 

. ■ In his latest comments on 
Iraqi-Soviet relations, published 
in tiie Paris-based Arabic mag- 
azine A1 Watan AJ Arabi. Pre- 
sident Hussein described Moscow 
as “an old friend for the Arabs." 

"According to our analysis of 
the current Arab and int- 
ernational situation we see that 
the Arabs must always be keen to 
be friends with the Soviets.” he 
said. 

Soviet Ambassador to Iraq Vic- 
tor Minin met President Hussein 
four times this summer, and Iraq's 
media said messages between Mr. 
Gorbachev and the president were 
exchanged. 

Foreign Minister Aziz visited 
Moscow in March this year for 
talks reported to have centred on 
the war. 

Oil Minister Qasem Ahmad 
Taqi was there last month for talks 
on joint ofl projects. 

P re s id ent Hussein’s visit coi- 
ncides with an upsurge 1 in Gulf war 
fighting and reports that Iran 
' plans a fresh ground offensive. 


Bahrain marks Karami orders militiam en 
National Day to leave residential areas 


National Day 
with call for 
peace in Gulf 

BAHRAIN fR) — The emir of 
Bahrain ou Monday called for an 
end to the Iran-Iraq war. exp- 
ressing hope that current efforts to 
settle the five-year-old conflict 
would bear fruit. 

■ In an address marking Bah- 
rain’s National Day, Sheikh Isa 
Ibn Salman A1 Khalifa said: “We 
repeat our calls for an end to this 
bloody conflict. .. hoping efforts by 
Gulf states... will succeed in exp- 
loiting Iraq’s desire for peace.” 

King congratulates 
Bahrain leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Mqjesty. 
King Hussein on Monday sent a 
congratulatory cable to the emir of 
Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ihn Salman A1 
Khalifa, on the occasion of Bah- 
rain's National Day. 

fn his cable, tOng H nsyln con- 
gratulated the Bahraini leader and 
wished him every success and good 
health and tiie Bahraini people far- 
ther progress and prosperity. 

His call coincided with a spate 
of fresh fighting and followed a bid 
by the six-nation Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCQ to bring ; 
die combatants to the negotiating j 
table. 

The six — Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and , 
the United Arab Emirates — agr- 
eed last month to revive contacts 
with Tehran and Baghdad. An 
envoy has visited Iraq but has yet 
to go to Iran. 

Sheikh Isa appealed anew for 
.Arab solidarity. . 


BEIRUT (AP) —Rightist and lef- 
tist militiame n dashed in and aro- 
und Beirut for the fourth day on 
Monday as Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami cracked down on unruly 
militias in the capital's western 
sector. 

Police said units of the Leb- 
anese army duelled with mil- 
itiamen of the Progressive Soc- 
ialist Party (PSP) around in Al- 
Saida in hills east of Beirut. 

Other army positions in the enc- 
ircled hilltop garrison of Souq A1 
Gharb, which dominates key 
mountain roads were raked by 
PSP machixxegun fire, police rep- 
orted. 

Fighters of the Shf he Amal mfl- 
Jtia and the mainly Christian 
“Labanese Forces” traded mortar 
fire across Beirut’s dividing green 
line, police said. 

There were no immediate rep- 
orts of casualties. Eight people 
were killed and 37 wounded bet- 


ween Friday and Sunday, by pol- 
ice count. 

Mr. Karami on Monday ord- 
ered a "military police force" of 
PSP and Amal militiamen out of 
all west Beirut’s residential dis- 
tricts in a tough new move to ree- 
stablish government authority in 
the mostly Muslim sector. 

He told reporters the 300-man 
force formed last week to help the 
Lebanese army and police end the 
militias’ lawless role will redeploy 
at a beachfront strip in the city’s 
Ramlet AJ Baida district. 

Mr. Karami made the statement 
after heading a three-hour mee- 
ting of a coordination committee . 
overseeing a Syrian-sponsored 
security plan to restore law and 
order u west Beirut. 

"It has been decided that the 
military police force of the militias 
be redeployed in one single area 
only " Mr. Karami said. 


Waite on ‘secret mission’ 


LONDON (AP) — Anglican 
envoy Terry Waite bod a secret 
mission abroad related to his neg- 
otiations for the release of Ame- 
ricans held captive in Lebanon, 
the Church of England said on 
Monday. 

Mr. Waite left Britain on Sun- 
day and is to return on Tuesday, 
spokeswoman Eve Keatley said. 
“He asked me not to disclose what 
he is doing.’’ she said, adding that 
he b«d not gone to the Middle 
East. 

After his return “we hope to 
have news wbea be will go to Bei- 
rut,” Mrs. Keatley said. 

Last week Mr. Waite ann- 
ounced that be had put back his 


plans to travel to Lebanon. But he 
said he was having talks with peo- 
ple he declined to identify about 
his mission to seek freedom for 
Americans held by Islamic Jihad, 
a group demands me release of 17 
people convicted on bombing cha- 
rges in Kuwait. 

“He is still quite optimistic — 
.cautiously optimistic,” Mrs. Kea- 
tiey told the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. 

Mr. Waite has visited Lebanon 
twice and the United States once 
since Nov. 8 when four of the mis- 
smg Americans wrote to Arc- 
hbishop erf Canterbury Robert 
Runrie seeking the church's aid In 
negotiating their release. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — British Minister of 
State at the Foreign Office Tim- 
othy Renton discussed recent 
Middle East peace moves with a 
delegation of Palestinian leaders 
from the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank Sunday night, a British off- 
icial said Monday. 

Mr. Renton, on a fam- 
iliarisation tour that also took him 
to Lebanon and Syria, was to leave 
on Monday following a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. • 

The official at Britain's East 
Jerusalem consulate told Reuters 
that Mr. Renton discussed pro- 
spects for peace and conditions in 
the West Bank. 

He said it was routine for vis- 
iting British officials to meet West 
Bank leaders. 

Among the Palestinians who 
attended the session at the con- 
sulate were Bethlehem Mayor 
Elias Freij, newspaper editors 
Hanna Seniora and .Mahmud Abu 
Zalaf, former Hebron Mayor 
Mustafa Natche and HQkmat A1 
Masri of Nablus. 

Mr. Freij said they also dis- 
cussed Britain’s cancellation two 
months ago of a planned meeting 
in London between two Pal- 
estinian Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials and British For- 
eign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe. 

“ What was done was done. We 
hope for another meeting soon,” 
Mr. Freij said. 

Israeli warning 

The West Bank leaders who 
met Mr. Renton were expected to 
travel to the East Bank on Mon- 
day to meet PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat but the Israeli. occ- 
upation authorities barred them 
from travelling in a delegation. 
The Israelis also warned them that 
if they met Mr. Arafat they would 
“be in trouble,” an Israeli spo- 
kesman said Sunday. 

Following the warning, the del- 
egation cancelled its planned visit 
to the East Bank to meet with 
Mr. Arafat “ We decided to stay at 
home,” said Mr. Siniora. 

The nine Palestinian leaders 
said they sought, to persuade Mr. 
Arafat that he should “con- 
ditionally accept” U.N. Res- 
olutions 242 and 338. 

‘‘They don't want this del- 
egation to go. We understand 
from this that they don' t want us to 
make progress toward peace. I 
really feel unhappy about the sit- 
uation,” Mr. Siniora said in a tel- 
ephone interview. 

The Israeli spokesman rei- 
terated Israeli policy prohibiting 
meetings with “hostile elements” 
such as the PLO. 

The spokesman said there were 
no restrictions an the Palestinians 
travelling to the East Bank. 


growing dependence on Arab and 
foreign aid and loans, the growing 
grp between domestic revenues 
and recurrent expenditure, "neg- 
ligence” of rural areas and finally 
the fact that the money allocated 
for supporting the steadfastness of 
the people in the occupied ter- 
ritories is not included in the bud- 
get. 

The deputies called on the gov- 
ernment to include in the overall 
budget the budget of the ind- 
ependent corporations and the 
funds allocated for supporting the 
steadfastness of the people under 
Israeli occupation. 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — King 
Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of 
Spain arrived here on Monday 
after an overnight visit to Amman 
as guests of Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor. 

King Juan Carlos and Queen 
Sofia are here on a three-day off- 
icial visit to Oman at tiie invitation 
of Sultan Qaboos Ibn Safd. Sultan 
Oaboos received them upon arr- 
ival here on Monday. 

The Spanish king and queen 
were the guests of honour at a din- 
ner hosted by King Hussein and 
Queen Noor Sunday night. 

Upon their departure from 
Amman , King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia were seen off by King 
Hussein and Queen Noor and 
members of the royal family. 
Prime Minister Zaid AJ Rifai, 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahm ad AJ Lawzi, 
Lower House Speaker Akef AI 
Fayez, Chief of the Royal Court 
Marwan A 1 Qasem, Court Min- 
ister Adrian Abu Odeh, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ibn 



King Juan Carlos, accompanied by His Majesty King Hussein, ins- 
pects a guard of honour mounted upon his departure after a one-day 
visit to Jordan on Monday (Petra photo) 


Zaid, Armed Forces 
Commander- in-Cbief General 
Sharif 7.1 id Ibn Shaker, cabinet 
members, dean of the diplomatic 
corps in Jordan, the Spanish amb- 
assador to Jordan and a number of 
high-ranking civil and military off- 
icials. 


As his aircraft was leaving Jor- 
danian airspace. King Juan Carlos 
sent a cable to King Hussein exp- 
ressing his gratitude and app- 
reciation for the hospitality and 
warm welcome accorded to him 
and Queen Sofia during their 
visit to Jordan. 


Crown Prince receives Waldheim, Kreisky 


VIENNA (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
who arrived here on Sunday on a 
working visit, received at his res- 
idence on Monday former U.N.' 
Secretary General Kurt Wal- 
dheim and former Austrian Cha- 
ncellor Bruno Kreisky. { 

On Sunday Austrian President ' 
Rudolf Kirchschlaeger hosted a 
dinner in honour of Prince Has- 
san. The banquet was attended by 
members ot the Independent 
Commission on International 
Humanitarian Issues which is 
co-chaired by Prince Hassan, and 
senior officials of the Austrian 
government. Earlier- Amtriaiy. 
Fb reign Minister Leo paid Gratz 
also hosted a lunch Sunday in 
honour of tiie Crown Prince and it 
was attended by senior Austrian 
state officials. Prince Hassan and 
the Austrian foreign minister held 
talks on topics whkh concern Jor- 
dan and Austria. Prince Hassan 
also briefed Mr. Gratz on the sit- 


uation in the Middle East in gen- 
eral and the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories in particular. 

The independent commission, 
co-chaired by Prince Hassan and 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, 
began its sessions here Saturday to 
discuss a number of issues which 
concern humanity in general and 
the international community in 
particular such as drought, hun- 
ger, illiteracy and natural and 
man-made disasters as well as ref- 
ugees and youths issues in general. 

The commission was est- 
ablished in the summer of 1983 
under the chairmanship of Prince 
Hassan and Prince Aga Khan 
upon a proposal submitted by Pri- 
nce Hassan to the U.N. General 
Assembly in 1981. In that pro- 
posal, the Crown Prince called for 
setting up a new international 
human system to handle major 
issues threatening humanity. The 
U.N. secretary general issued a 
comprehensive report on the 


commission's work in which he 
hailed its efforts in confronting 
issues facing tiie world such as 
hunger, drought, desertification 
and homeless refugees. 

The U.N. General Assembly 
entrusted the independent com- 
mission with studying these pro- 
blems and highlighting them bef- 
ore the international community 1 
and concerned governments. The 
commission comprises 26 pro- 
minent world figures who rep- 
resent the various geographical 
regions of the world among which 

are Prince Talal Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mzali, for- 
mer Senegalese President Leo- 
pold Senghor. former Tanzanian 
Premier Salim Salim, former Ind- 
ian Vice-President Mohammad 
Hidayatulla, former U.S. Defence 
Secretary Robert McNamara and 
former British Foreign Secretary 
David Owen. 


Syria scoffs at ‘Israeli threats’; 
Rabin plays down SA deployment 


DAMASCUS ( Agencies) — Syria 
said Monday it would not be int- 
imidated by “renewed military 
threats'* from Israel in the wake of 
disclosures that the Syrians have 
moved up aircraft missiles to their 
border. Israeli leaders appeared to 
be playing down the affair and said 
they did not want to trigger a con- 
flict. 

The Syrian comments followed 
a statement bn Sunday by Israel's 
array chief. General Moshe Levy, 
that Syria had moved anti-aircraft 
missiles to its border, posing a thr- 
eat to Israeli flights over Lebanon. 

Levy said the missiles were 
moved in after Israeli reco- 
nnaissance planes shot down two 
Syrian MiGs on Nov. 19. 

“The Israeli enemy has ren- 


ewed its military threats against 
Syria under false pretexts," AI 
Baath. organ of the ruling Baath 
Arab Socialist Party, said. 

“Again we say threats will never 
intimidate us... and we are not 
alone in the confrontation battle,” 
. it said. 

The daily Tishrin said threats by 
Israel showed it was continuing a 
policy of aggression in Lebanon 
and against the Arab people, 
“considering it as a legal right, 
while it sees Arab retaliation as a 
threat to its own security.” 

In Beirut, Lebanon's Education 
Minister Salim Hoss told Reuters 
Israeli statements “strengthen our 
concern that Israel might stage 
fresh attacks against Lebanon and 
its people.” 


Wu pledges support for 
Arabs in confronting Israel 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) —Chi- 
nese Foreign Minis ter Wu Xue- 
qian said on Monday Peking sup- 
ported the Syrian and Palestinian 
people in confronting “agg- 
ressive” Israeli expansion. 

Mr. Wu told reporters on arrival 
from Amman he hoped during his. 
visit, the first by a Chinese foreign 
minister to Damascus in 20 years, 
to exchange views on boosting 
Sino-Syrian ties. 

“We and you form one front... 
China has always backed the just 
struggle of the Syrian aod Pal- 
estine peoples for national ind- 
ependence and sovereignty and in 
confronting aggressive Israeli 
expansion,” he said. 

Mr. Wu was to meet on Monday 
with Foreign Minister Faxouq AJ 
Shara’a and is scheduled to see 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf AI Kasm on Tue- 
sday. 

Chinese sources said his talks 
would indude Middle East issues 
and the Iran-Iraq war. 

Mr. Wu has already visited Iraq 
and Jordan as part of a Middle 
East tour that wfil also take him to 

Egypt and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Mr. Wu told reporters at a news 
conference in Amman on Sunday 
that China would not establish 
diplomatic relations with Israel as 


long as that country maintained an 
“aggressive and expansionist” 
policy. 

He also denied reports that 
China was cooperating wife Israel 
in business ana military fields, cal- 
ling tiie claims “groundless.” 

In talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein and other Jordanian off- 
icials, Mr. Wu reaffirmed China 's 
support for an international con- 
ference on Middle East peace and 
the Feb. 11 agreement between 
Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO). 

On his way from Amman to 
Damascus on Monday, Mr. Wu 
visited the ancient city of Jerash. 

Speaking at the Ramtha border 
post to Syria, the Chinese minister 
paid tribute to tiie important role 
played by King Hussein aimed at 
finding a just and durable peace in 
the Middle East. Mr. Wu said in a 
statement to the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, that China sup- 
ports the King’s call for convening 
an international conference under 
United Nations auspices. 

“The King has briefed me in 
detail on tiie latest developments 
in the area and China deeply app- 
reciates Jordan's great end- 
eavours to bring about peace in 
the region,” the minister said. 

The Chinese minister was seen, 
off at Ramtha by tiie foreign min- 
istry's secretary general . 


Mr. Hoss said Lebanon was ala- 
rmed by the daily intrusion of Isr- 
aeli jets into its airspace and by a 
bid in the U.S. Congress to end 
Washington's 5 18-million con- 
tribution to U.N. peacekeeping 
forces in South Lebanon. 

Beirut's Ash Sharq daily said 
Israel and the United States were 
planning to attack the Syrian mis- 
siles batteries to lure Syria into a 
major showdown. 

The newspaper's political editor 
also said there was an 
“American-Israeli plan to attack 
the Syrian army in Lebanon as an 
attempt to draw Damascus into an 
all-out military confrontation.” 

The Syrian party paper AI 
Baath said: “Those who beat the 
(Continued on page 5) 

Israeli siege 
continues in 
part of Nablus 

A d.MAN (J.T.) — The Israeli 
occupation authorities on .Monday 
maintained a curfew in parts of the 
occupied West Bank town of Nab- 
lus, tiie Palestinian News Agency, 
WAFA, said. 

The curfew was imposed after 
an Israeli soldier was stabbed in 
the town on Saturday. The soldier 
was wounded in the attack. 

In Ra mall ah. another town in 
the occupied West Bank, an Isr- 
aeli military court has sentenced 
.Mohammad Ahmad Assad to 10 
years in prison and Islam Ratnout 
to 14 months in prison for stoning 
Israeli vehicles, WAFA reported. 

The court also sentenced three 
other ritEens from Arroub. camp, 
near Hebron, to three months m 
prison and imposed heavy fines. 

In Nablus, the Israeli aut- 
horities arrested Mr. Mohammad 
Sawaiha, an instructor of English 
at AI Najah University. The arrest 
brought to 21 the number of ins- 
tructors and students arrested 
from the university, WAFA said. 

In another dispatch, WAFA 
said Arab village councils were 
preparing for a demonstration in 
protest against the financial crisis 
they were feeing as a result of the 
discrimination by the Israeli gov-, 
eminent against them. 

Chairmen of the village councils 
threatened to extend their action. 
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Khartoum arrests 17 pro-Numeiri 
party members, leader escapes 


Tripoli criticises Mitterrand’s call 
for Libyan withdrawal from Chad 

* _ - ■ ■ V a J 1 t. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese security authorities 
have arrested 17 members of a new political party 
loyal to ousted President Jaafar Numeiri and a party 
leader has fled the country, police sources said Mon- 
day. 


They told Reuters security men 
were stilt rounding up members of 
the National Socialist Alliance 
(NS A), whose formation was 
announced at a news conference 
in Khartoum two days ago by a 
former Numeiri aide, Osman 
Abdulgasim. 

Abdulgasim left Sudan Sunday 
for an unknown destination, the 
sources added. 

Niuu,.'ri was deposed last April 
in .1 con le*i ^-eu. Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddaiiab, who has ple- 
dged to Uphold a mutli-party sys- 
tem and to restore democracy. 
Abulgasim had given no 
indication of the size of the new 
party and the sources had no fur- 
ther information on bow many 
people are wanted by the police. 


The arrests came after Interior 
Minister Abbas Madam ann- 
ounced he had directed his staff to 
arrest all members of the new 
party. 

He said the NSA was drawing 
support from the dissolved Sud- 
anese Socialist Union (SSLT), the 
sole political grouping under 
Numeirfs one-party rale. 

“Security authorities have been 
watching and monitoring the sus- 
picious activities of this anti- 
democratic organisation which is 
led by elements of the defunct reg- 
ime,” the Sudanese daily As Sah- 
afa quoted Mr. Madani as saying. 

Khartoum is seeking Numeirfs 
extradition from his exile in Egypt 
to face trial in Sudan on charges of 
treason. 


The official Sudan News Age- 
ncy, SUNA, quoted Attorney 
General Omar Abdul Aati as say- 
ing the meeting held by the NSA 
was “illegal and put its organisers 
under the penalties of the state 
security law which is still in force.” 
He suggested an urgent meeting 
of toe National Security Council 1 
to decide on what measures sho- 
uld betaken. 


Pope meets Dafaa Allah 


The party was also criticised by 
Housing Minister and Acting Inf- 
ormation Minister Amira Maki 
Madani who described it as“a dis- 
guised return of the dissolved 

ssu.”- 


Meanwhile, a cabinet circular 
has been issued to all gov- 
ernmental departments to toe eff- 
ect that Sudan would hitherto be 
known as toe Republic of Sudan 
and not the Democratic Republic 
of Sudan as it was named by Num- 
eiri. 

No reason was given for toe 
move. 


Meanwhile Pope John Paul II 
on Monday received in Vatican 
City Sudanese Prime Minister A! 
Gazouly Dafaa Allah who arrived 
in Rome Sunday fora two-day off- 
icial visit to Italy. 

The 20-minute audience at toe 
papal library was private, and no 
details were made available. 

Mr. Dafaa Allah was acc- 
ompanied by Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim Taha Ayub, the Vatican 
said. 

During his stay, Mr. Dafaa 
Allah scheduled separate mee- 
tings with Italian Premier Bettioo 
Cnuti and President Francesco 
Cossiga. 

Mr. Craxi. who visited Sudan in 
September, and Mr. Dafaa Allah 
were expected to discuss bilateral 
relations and toe continuing Afr- 
ican food crisis, according to Ita- 
lian government officials. 

Mr. Dafaa Allah is to leave for 
Paris on Tuesday evening. 
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Chad rebel leader GoukouST / 


Mr. Mitterrand’s statements "Hastncrn^^-- France mf nT 

show he wants France to “con- ided to intervene m Chad or is he ■ 

- tome its hateful imperialist role in committed to his decimation that ojmga ? 


Hosni Mubarak 


Mubarak 


ready for 
talks with 


- tome its hateful imperialist role in committed to his decimation tnm 
'Africa,” toe official Libyan News Fiance will not play the role ot 
A gency JANA said man editorial • policeman in Africa, jaina 
received in Beinit. added. TTe , ' 

■ France was seeking to ISO an all- . Meanwhile two U.s. tec- 
eged vacuum in Africa, par- hnkaans were kidnapped by rrocts 

ticulaity in Chad, JANA said. “If fighting toe government of Pre- 
thfcre is any vacuum in Chad, siaeat HSssene Habxe m southern 
j mMth a rpm leader 


Qadhafi 


AUB struggles through the turmoil 


U.S. team 


By Rodeina Kenaan 

Associated Press . 


BEIRUT — The American Uni- 
versity of Beirut (AUB), alma 
mater of many of the Arab 
World's elite, is struggling to sur- 
vive in strife-torn Lebanon. Fac- 
ulty. students and employees have 
been killed or kidnapped and 
many of its foreign teaching staff 
have fled in fear of their lives. 

The university, termed by its 
American President. Calvin Pli- 
mpton, as “an island of tolerance” 
in toe volatile Middle East, is also 
$15 million in debt. 

A new semester began in Nov- 
ember after a delay of several 
weeks because of street battles in 
west Beirut where the 30-hectare 
(73-acre) campus overlooks toe 
Mediterranean from a three- lined 
bluff. 


Another reason for toe delay 
was a shortage of teachers, par- 
ticularly Americans and other 
Westerners who have left Beirut. 
At least 10 American staff have 
gone, reducing toe U.S. con- 
tingent to around 20. 

About 4,800 students reg- 
istered for toe new semester, but 
others intending to start classes 
didn't make it. 

One was Jihad Farr, a 23- 
year-old Muslim medical student, 
killed by an 81 mm mortar round 
toat exploded on the campus on 
Aug. 8. 

The shell, apparently fired from 
the Falangist side of Beirut’s div- 
iding Green Line 2.5 kilometres 
east of the university, also lulled a 
Lebanese doctor and badly wou- 
nded three women students. 

More than a score of students 
and employees have been kid- 
napped. Others have been killed 
or wounded by snipers and she- 
llfire iu fighting between Falangist 
and opposition militias. 

Since January, 1984, gunmen 
have assassinated Malcolm Kerr, 
who was Plimpton's predecessor, 
and killed English teacher Denis 
Hill, a Briton, and kidnapped five 
American personnel. 


Kerr’s predecessor, David 
Dodge, was kidnapped in July, as 
he strolled across toe campus. He 
was held captive for more than a 
year before being released in Syria 
under mysterious circumstances. 

An engineering professor, 
Frank. Regier, was abducted on 
Feb. 10, 1984, and freed 24 weeks 
later by opposition militiamen 
after children stumbled on the 
kidnappers' hideout. 

Three other U.S. staffers are 
still held by Islamic Jihad, a vio- 
lently anti-Western Sbfite Mus- 
lim fundamentalist faction. 

They are Peter Kilburn, a 61- 
year-old librarian, David Jac- 
obsen. 54, the director of the uni- 
versity’s hospital, and Scottish- 
born Thomas Sutherland, dean of 
agriculture who emigrated to 
toe United States. 

Plimpton. 66, spends most of his 
time in the United States after 
repeated death threats. 

To many Arabs, toe university, 
known as AUB, has become a 
symbol of the American presence 
in the Middle East and a victim of 
Washington’s policies. 

The anonymous man who tel- 
ephoned a Western news agency 
in Beinit to claim Kerr was killed 
by Islamic Jihad said -Kerr was “a 
victim of the American presence 
in Lebanon ” 

A European language teacher, 
speaking on condition of ano- 
nymity. said: “I get apprehensive 
at night when I go home and the 
streets are empty and I see a car 
coining towards me. 

“We all fear being kidnapped, 
but I’ve got pretty street smart 
since I got here a year ago. The 
number of foreign teachers is dec- 
reasing. Americans aren’t being 
hired any more. Lots of teachers 
are taking sabbatical years.” 

The university, founded in 1866 
by Daniel Bliss, an American Pro- 
testant missionary and gra- 
ndfather of former President 
Dodge, lias continued to function 
through Lebanon's upheavals. 
But the turmoil of Beirut has dri- 
ven away many students, par- 
ticularly Christians who fear com- 
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ing to west Beirut, which is pre- 
dominantly Muslim. 

Some 800 Christian students 
now attend a special annex on 
their side of toe demarcation line 
toat splits Beirut into Christian 
East and mainly Muslim west sec- 
tors. 

Rival political parties have act- 
ivated cadres on toe campus, fur- 
ther disrupting classes. 

University Spokesman Radwan 
Mawlawi said: “The civil war has 
left its mark on all of us. ...Nat- 
urally- the students’ intellectual 
outlook is coloured by ideas cir- 
culating outside the campus. 

“The expression of toe various 
political view which are held by 
members of toe student body has 
gone considerably beyond toe lim- 
its of what is considered acc- 
eptable in terms of academic fre- 
edom.” 


continue 
probe of 
spy case 
in Israel 


But Mr. Mawlawi stressed: 
“The university, despite toe she- 
lling, kidnapping and other dif- 
ficulties, Is determined to carry on 
its work. ..-It’s still holding fast, 
despite adversity.”' 

University officials maintain 
toat A LIB’S reputation for aca- 
demic excellence has not been 
tarnished by theiunndil.’Bklt'i^to 
a' dwindling faculty,' sorfte’fcOUrSes 
have been scrapped. 

AUB has a tradition of rad- 
icalism. When Pales tinian com- 
mandos held sway in west Beirut, 
the university was called “Gue- 
rrilla U” because they were so inf- 
luential on campus. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A team of 
U.S. investigators held a fourth 
day of questioning Monday af Isr- 
aelis suspected of hiring an Ame- 
| rican navy analyst to spy on Was- 
hington. 

A wall of secrecy surrounded 
details of the talks, but an Israeli 
official confirmed they were tak- 
ing place. 

“The contacts are being held in 
the spirit of full cooperation and to 
the satisfaction of both sides,” said 
the government official, who 
spoke on condition he was not 
identified. He refused to ela-, 
borate. 

The affair of Jonathan Jay Pol- 
lard, accused of selling military 
• documents to Israel, has strained 
relations between Israel and its 
dose superpower ally. 

American officials say they 
have halted some bilateral int- 
elligent* following 

I the Nov: 2l anfe&crf Pollard, and 
| toe arrest of his wife a day later. 


Earlier this century, AUB was a 
fount of Arab nationalism. 

Among AUB alumni are the 
late Wadih Haddad, a leader of 
the Popular Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine who mas- 
terminded some of toe world’s 
major commando attacks, and 
George Habash. the front’s fou- 
nder. 

Alumni became Prime Min- 
isters of Lebanon. Iraq. Sudan and 
Jordan. Others indude Philip 
Habib, former U.S. envoy to the 
Middle East, and some of the 
leaders of toe Falangist militia. 


A five-member American team 
headed by State Department legal 
advisor Abraham Sofaer arrived 
in Israel on Dec. 11 to query at 
least two Israeli diplomats and 
former Mossad agent Raphael 
Eitan. who headed a Defence 
Ministry unit suspected of hiring 
Pollard. 

The questioning has been held 
under strict secrecy, with Ame- 
rican and Israeli officials refusing 
to disclose any details about the 
sessions. It began on Dec. 12 and- 
the investigators apparently took 
toe day off on Saturday. 

Hie American inquiry was rep- 
ortedly focusing on gathering evi- 
dence against 31 -year-old Pollard 
and determining the extent of 
damage done to U.S. security int- 
erests by leaking the documents. 


KUWAIT (R) - Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak said in ah 
interview published Monday he 
would welcome talks with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

“We would welcome him in 
Cairo, and would not refuse to see 
him. What we want from Qadhafi 
is good relations,” he told the 
Kuwaiti daily Al-Seyassah. 

Mr. Mubarak said he had told 
Libyan envoys he 1 was ready to 
meet Col. Qadhafi. “I agreed to 
meet him on the borders, a neutral 
rone, or have him come here (to 
Cairo) ” he added. 

He said there were no problems 
in relations between toe Egyptian 
and Libyan peoples, “and I must 
stress Egyptian weapons will not 
be used to kill Libyans,” 

Egypt pot its aimed forces on’ 
alert on the border with Libya last 
month after gunmen, suspected by 
Cairo to have Libyan backing, hij- 
acked an Egyptair plan*- to Malta. 

“But we do not have a military 
buildup.” Mr. Mubarak said. “ We 
ordered a state of alert as a pre- 
caution .because we cannot gua- 
rantee what this man (Qadhafi) 
will do.” 

Mr. Mubarak ruled out any 
charg e that Cairo would drop its 
Camp David accords with Israel, 

■ which led in 1979 to Egypt being 
j toe first Arab country to si gn a 
- peace treaty with toe Jewish state. 

1 He said a Libyan envoy had I 
• conveyed an offer of S5 billion to 
Egypt if it abrogated the treaty. 
He gave no details. 

Chi toe Palestinian issue, Mr. 
Mubarak said Palestine ' TLib-i i , 

would 'pave toe Wajr for in int- 
ernational peace conference, “but 
there would still be a long way to 
go on the road of negotiation.” 

Resolution 242 recognises Isr- 
ael's right to exist in peace if it 
withdraws from Arab lands occ- 
upied in the 1967 war. 

The PLO has refused to accept 
it because it does not explicitly | 
recognise Palestine as a separate j 
nation. 


Chad’s African neighbours des- 
erve to fiD it more than the foreign 
imperialists,” it added. 

Mr. Mitterrand urged Libya to 
respect a 1984 troop withdrawal 
accord with France last week dur- 
ing a three-day Franco- African 
-summit In Paris at which Chad was 
. a central issue. 

“France will not permit the bal- 
ance to be upset by a policy of 
aggression towards Chad,” he told 
representatives of 22 French- 
speaking African nations. 

Paris has polled out the 3,000 
droops sent to Chad in 1983 to 
support toe government of Pre- 
sident Hissene Habre against 
Libyan-backed rebels, but Libya 
still has an estimated 6,000 troops 
in the north of the country. 


Chad last month, a rebel leader 
said in Brazzaville Monday. 

Col. Abdul Kader Kamougue, 
■vice-president of the Libyan- 
backed Transitional Government 
of National Union (GUNT), 


Chadian insurgents, vowed be 
would match any offensive with 
force, toe Libyan News Agency 
JANA reported Sunday. 

Mr. Oueddei told a news con- 
ference here Saturday that if a 
negotiated peace failed to tra- 
nspire and if “ooloniaJ and rea- 
ctionary parties” continued to int- 
erfere m Chad, he would “resort 
to force to liberate the country.” 
JANA said. 

"The French government. 
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named the two men as Philip Goss under American ^rewtiouary 

and Douglas Broussard of the pressure and in tight of me mce-V 
Esso Oil Company. ting of the African-French aan- 

Col Kamougue , who is based in mit, is preparing for a masriveons- 
Cbngo, said to reporters toat the taught on positions erf Chadian 
twomen “were mercenaries in the rebels,” Mr. Oueddi was quoted 


pay of Franco- American imp- as charging. 

erialism” and were detained dur- He said French warplanes had 


ing a rebel raid on the southern intensified their flights over Chad, 

. r J mIuI nnrMnnc in tfu 


town of Miandoum. 

Col. Kamougue, the leader of a 
southern guerrilla movement, said 


sudi operations were frequent and 

proved that Mr. Habre did trot 


control toe situation in southern 


Mr. Mitterrand recently .warned Chad. The northern half of. the 


including rebel positions in the 
north, “m a bid to create the app- 
ropriate conditions for direct int- 
ervention.” 

The rebel leader accused Fra- 
nce of “trying to use Africans col- 
lectively for its own ends.” 


Musavi: Iran lost respect for U.N. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 
Ir anian Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi said last week’s U.N. res- . 
olution condemning Iran for 
human rights violations “des- 
troyed all toe respect felt by the 
I ranian nation for the United Nat- 
ions,” it was reported Monday by 
the official Ir anian News Agency, 
IRNA. 


considered as friendly states and 
consequently Iran will reconsider 
its political and economic rel- 
ations with those states,” IRNA 
quoted him as saying. 

Mr. Velayati added that toe 
accusations against Iran were 


'based on fabricated reports by a 
lumber of fugitives ana counter- 


The agency quoted Mr. Musavi 
as saying that “ironically pnmigli 
the' supporters of toe resolution 
included the representative of toe 
regime occupying Jerusalem (Isr- 
ael), Chile and El Salvador, none 
of which have anything to boast 
about in the field of human rights 
in their own lands.” 


IRNA monitored here, also 
quoted Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati as warning that' 
Iran -will reconsider its relations 
i- with these ^tates- toat^vrrfed-^aga*^ 
r.instlranu? /tobt* >m 

r„- “ Undoubtedly: those Wfao^ted 
for the resolution wiUm lpdger be 


number of fugitives and counter- 
revolutionaries, most of whom 
have committed crimes in Iran.” 

Meanwhile Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Ali Reza Maybodi said sev- 
eral obstacles remained to better 
relations between Iran and Fra- 
nce, strained since the outbreak of 
the Iran-Iraq war in September. 
1980. 

He told a visiting French par- 
liamentary delegation that Iranian 
public opinion would not sanction 
an improvement in relations until 
the obstacles were removed, 
IRNA reported Sunday night. 

«iu ;He fisted theroamproblems as j 
fen ces over an Tr a ma h. loan to’ ' 
.rEranre, the presence of Iranian - 
'opposition groups in Paris and ' 


French military and economic aid 
to Iraq. 

Paris and Tehran have been at 
odds over the bQHon-dollar loan, 
made 10 years ago by the late 
Shah to tiro French uranium enr- 
ichment consortium Eurodif. Iran 

says France is refusing to repay the 
loan and service charges on it- 
erance also plays host to several 
Ir anian opposition movements 
including the People's Mujahedin, 
and has been a major supplier of 
■arms and loans to Baghdad. 

IRNA said a spokesman for the 
French delegation expressed the 
hope that the Paris governme£ 
would adopt a position of “pos- 
itive neutrality”' in toe Golf war, 
and that relations would improve. 
The spokesman, whom the age- 


ncy did not name, also quoted a 
recent declaration by President 
Francois Mitterrand that France 
Would notgrant political atyium to 
people ^ who had committed Crimes 
m their home, countries, IRNA 
added. 


Oil slick sighted near 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 


Algeria begins 
trial of dissidents 


Djibouti' leader 
ends Saudi visit 


BAHRAIN (R) — Djibouti’s Pre- 
sident Hassan Gouied left Riyadh 
Monday after a one-day visit dur- 
ing which he had talks with King 
Fahd, toe official Saudi Press 
Agency said. It did not give his 
destination. 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — A 
small ofl slide was sighted Monday 
near the Kuwaiti coast and ano- 
ther off the Saudi Arabian coast, 
-but environmental protection off- 
icials said these posed no imm- 
ediate menace to marine life and 
sea-skle water desalination plants. 

Hie slick, was first sighted near 
the Kuwait Oil Company Club on 
the Gulf, and later somewhere 
between Bahrain and the eastern 
Saudi coast, officials in Kuwait 
and Bahrain said. 

Helicopters • have been rec- 
oanoiteriug toe Gulf waters, ove- 
rflying location up to 136 kil- 


ometres north of Bahrain, to trace 
the oil leak precipitated by tiro 
Dec. 7 collision erf two sup- 
ertankers near Iran's Kharg Island 
stamping terminal, they said. 

Gulf-based marine salvage exe- 
cutives said that about 50,000 tons 
of crude oil spilt as a result of tiro 
‘ collision of the 300,000-ton Mag- 
num and toe 240,000-ton Nova 
tankers. 

The Nova was fully loaded 
when toe collision occurred, with 
the Magnum reportedly ploughing 
into toe Nova, virtually catting u 
in half, according to reports rea- 
ching shipping agentshere. 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerians cha- 
rged with subversion and settir^ 
up illegal associations went «T 
trial in a security court at Medea, 
south of Algiers, Algerian News 
Agency (APS) reported. 

It gave no numbers of accused 
but sources dose to toe Algerian 
League of Human Rights said in 
Paris last week 25 would stand 
trial — 10 league members and 15 : 
“sons of martyrs,” a group of peo- • 
pie whose parents took a pro- 
minent pan in the Liberation War 
against France. 

Members of the Algerian Lea- 
gue of Human Rights were det- 
ained on July 1, 
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Regular-line, ships docking at Aqaba 
pan: 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the ueen Alia 


International Airport teL (08)53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 


— Elvira 

— Lanka Mahapola 


ARRIVALS 


Amin Kawar and Sons Cbmpany, Teh 
622324-9 at your service. 


Iptmes by cont eim orary Islamic artists 
from most of the Mnstim countries and a 


■ajb'iy Club at the Royal 
(until Dec 18). 


*ion by KhaHd Khr- 
Jt me •», - iltural Centre (until 

Vc 30). 


•e-tbil ^ Joseph Had- 
al rry (until Dec 


BAZAAx 


" The annual charity bazaar at the Was- 
ifieh Vocational Training Centre. Jabal 
A1 We&ddt (until Dec. 17). 


from most of the Mnstim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19fh Century 
orientalist artists, ihntanh. Jabal 
Lowribdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 aun. 
130 pjn. ana 330 dm. l - 6.00 run. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 
Martyrs’ Memorial (MBtary Museum): 
CoDedSoa af military memorabilia dat- 
ing horn the Arab Revolt af 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
am.-* pin. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Bopribr life at Jordan Mnsaum 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical mstruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 


Aqaba | 

Dubai, Abu Dbahi | 

Cairo (I 

Kuwaiti 

Jeddah I 

Cairo ( 

Dhabran | 

Doha. Bahrain ( 

Ij«mnca t Damascus I 

. Singapore, Kuala Lumpur < 

Dhahran, Riyadh ( 

Kuwait (j 

Moscow ( 

Cairo, Aqaba ( 

Inmaca ( 


weather 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Amman gov em o r ate 891228 

Amman avfl defence — 198, 199 

Ovil Defence Wad .. 271293, 273131 

Gvfl Defence Qnweiameh 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade — 198 

Km aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Ovfl Defence rescue 661111 

Hie h ea dq uar t e rs 622090-3 

PoSce rescue ._ 192,621111,637777 

Police h eadquar ters 639141 

Traffic police 8963900 

EkctricPowerCo. 636381/4,624881 
Mmarapal water complamtt 771125/8 
Queen Aha lot Airport (08)53330/60 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Musa Bashir 2 

Dr. Abbas A1 Hakim 

Kt jut phnniift ry [ | 1 ■ ^ 

Nairoukh pharmacy , 

Keflani pharmacy 

A1 Amad pharmacy ..... 

Hadhha pexazmaev 


.615487 

.891256 

661912 

.623672 

,633237 

,603440. 

.620836 

.774827 

,770559 


It will be partiy doady, with chances 
for scattered showers and winds will be 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
win be party cloudy, with northerly 
moderae winds. 


TAXIS: 

Tarim tad 
Tamer i»«i . . 
Dweik tsnrj . 

Abdul Hamid taxi 
Ragfadau m»i . _ 

AhKtaxi — , 


HOSPITALS 


SERVICE CLUBS 


FILM 


' The ABC — The McLaughlin Group 
—at 7 :00pm. at the American Centre. 


Lions Amman GM>. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hd- 


. — — - New York, Vienna (TUj 

Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

Athens |RJ) 

Amsterdam, Istanbul (KLM) 

— Copenhagen, Frankfort (RJ) 

Tripoli (TO) 

Rome, Damascus (AZ) 

TiirMi, T (SR) 

Baghdad (IAj 

Baghdad (RJ) 


Amman 

Aqaba — 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley . 


614 

- 13122 

5/16. 

1420 


Husseir Medical Centre _ 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Amu 
Akileh Maternity. J. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 14, Aqaba 23. Hamkfity rea- 
dings: Amman 83 per cent, Aqaba 35 
percent 


Jabal Amman Maternity 

Malhas, J. Amman 

P ale s tin e, Sbmczsani 

Sfaneami Hospital 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Qiltural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Cbuocfl 636147-g 

French Qiitnml Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

. Soviet Oihural Centre 644203 

Spam* GdtnraJ Centre 624049 

lurkEh Oil rural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 645195 

Hussein Youth G&r 647181/8 6 

Y.W.CA 641793 

V.WMA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 


idaylnn, 130 pm. 

lions PMarirfphfa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
flie Ammon Hotel 730 pm. 
Mafc^hh Rotary Cfab. Mceee rings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
130 pm. 

Rotary CM). Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, LOOpm. 
Rnyal A a tcmo fa Be Odb. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Greta. Tel. 815261, 815410. 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:03 Fajr 

06:3/ ' i Sunrise) Doha 

1132 Dhuhr* 

14:16 'Asr 

1632 Maghreb 

1&01 ‘Isha 


DEPARTURES: 

06J0 — . — Aqaba (RJ) 

88*0 Beirut (MEA) 

Kh20 Cairo (MS) 

KLM TrqjofifRJl 

UOS Cairo (RJ) 

1L30 — Athens (RJ) 

12dW Geneva, London (RJ) 

12:15 ..... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:15 — Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

1230 Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

12$45 Istanbd, Bucharest (RJ) 

13*0 Lamaca (RJ) 

1540 Knwait(8Xl) 

16 M Moscow (SU) 

1730 Badatad CCA) 

1930 .~.f5iwB2t rari 

19540 Dhahran (RJ) 

20-J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

20*5 1 Cabo (RJ) 

2135 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

2130 Baghdad (RJ) 

22^0 Bangkok (RJ) 

2330 ___ Lisbon. Rio de Jaoeiro (iA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Al-Mnaier Hospital 
The Mamie, Abaoli _ 

AI-Ahfi, Abdflfi 

Thihn, Al-Muhajxecn 
AI-BasUe, J. Axhrafiel 

Army. Marta 

Queen Aha Hospital . 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. Amman 
,. 642441/2 

— 642362 
__ 636140 
. 664171/4 
_. 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 
, 664164/6 
. 777101/3 

775111/26 

891611/15 

,602240/50 


ERBHh 

Dr. Yousef JadaDah. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahla Tarifl 


GENERAL 


jorim Tetaviaion ... 773111/19 

^*o*®4an 774111/19 

h&t^ofTburiaii .642311 

complaints. 666412 

Price complaints — 661176 

Tdohone Eafbnuatioa 12 

Jwdaaaaj fcfiddk East caBs 10 

Overseas cafl* J7 

Repir service — , ■ 11 


Monday rates 

load sdlfouy rates in fos 

Rahfftfa, dina r 97 9 985 

Dutch guflder 130.U 131 1 

Egyptian guinea - 204/ 210 


MARKET PRICES 


Freodi^mc . 
Iraqi tfinar 


47 31 483 

333/ 341 

100) 1823/ 1833 

Kuwaiti (Soar .1277/ 1284 

tAmaa fira ZOf • 23 

fVrami rival 1074 f 1082 

Oruiiijnl 101/ 103 

Sudi rival 101/ 103 

Swedidi crown 48/ 484 

Swiss franc 175 H 176 3 

Syrian Km-. — 26/ 29 

UAE dtbam 10(V 102 

UJC sterling pound __ 5295V 5343 

US. dollar 3693/ 3723 

W. German mark 1463/ 147.7 


(Fixed prices for imported produce) 


__ 1751/ 1763 


Cbconut (each) : — 500/450 Sage (great) 


529JV 5343 
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Deputies urge more support for Arabs 
in the occupied territories, call for 
political, social and economic reforms 


l.N 


The follo wing are major excerpts from speeches delivered by a number 
of deputies during yesterday's Lower House of Parliament debate on 
the W86 draft budget. Excerpts from the remainder of die deputies 
speeches will appear in tomorrow’s issue of the Jordan Times. 


X also proposed the dissolution 
of the Ministry for Occupied Ter- 
ritories Affairs and the inclusion 
of its various departments in the 
Ministry of Interior. I did this bec- 
ause the laws that govern the West 
Bank are Jordanian laws, except 
for some which are dictated ill- 
egally by the occupation aut- 
horities, and since die West Bank 
is an integral part of Jordan, then 
there becomes no need for the 
Ministry for Occupied Territories 
Affairs. 

As for Gaza, I propose .that 
Gazans be treated just like West 
Bankers, so drat we build con- 
fidence between them and the 
Kingdom. They should febl that 
Jordan is looking after them and 
that h will not abandon them bec- 
ause we all have the same desthry. 

When looking at the budget, I 
see some fantastic figures, bat did 
not find allocations in it for an 
emergency fund for die West 
Bank. I hope that next year .funds 
of the joint Jordaniao-Palestiman 
committee will be included in die 
budget or its annex. 



•which I am honoured to represent 
We in Ajlotm hope that this vast 
district will become a major tou- 
ristic area. I also remind you of 
this district’s request for a public 
hospital. We were surprised that 
in this year’s budget a modest sum 
of JD 350,000 was allocated for 
modernising hospitals in Tafiieh 
and Ajkmn. I would have pre- 

ferred to hear that construction 
work on the hospital will start on 
the allocated land but I hope that 
the prime minister will work 'on 
taking a practical step this year 
towards achieving tins goal. I also 
reiterate my previous suggestion 
that the government mjgrades 
Ajkmn’s status to that of a gov- 

e mo rate. 


INI. 


Tahseen Abdul Ra’ouf A) Faris 
(Nablus) 

The procedure followed in man- 
aging funds of the joint 
Jordanian-Palestmian committee 
for supporting the steadfastness of 
the occupied territories is not-bal- 
anced between the productive and' 
service sectors. This procedure is 
dominated by personal, rather 
than collective, trends in financing 
projects and facing economic and 
social problems in the occupied 
territories. Citizens should be inv- 
olved in planning, through their 
representatives, and in drawing up 
development policies, although 
we value government efforts tow- 
ards establishing a development 
plan for the occupied territories. 

In the absence of national aut- 
hority in the occupied territories, 
there is a pressing need to support, 
strengthen and finance national 
- institutions like universities, mun- 

icipal councils and various ass- 
ociations. 

In this respect, the so-called- 
“programme for the National 
Welfare of Graduates,** which 
was created by the joint com- 
j. mittee for steadfastness and which 
pays the unemployed graduate a 
nominal salary for a whole year, is 
. .. a big waste for both the graduate's 
dignity and productivity. There • 
are over 15,000 new graduates 
who have not been able to fold 
jobs, and we think it necessary to 
correct this programme or find an 
alternative to it. 

I demand that there be one pro- 
" rtf? dim g V-to.-co m bat uae*; 

. . l.mpfoymehtfpr bothfoe Eastandi : 
' west Banks" an^ that thergovs a 
eminent enlist its most successful 

agencies to run the affairs of die 

... West Bank. 

*r West Bankers look to His Maj- 
— . esty the King and his government 
to review those measures which 
adversely affect them. Klee travel 

• and residence restrictions and 
T other agricultural, industrial and 

trade problems. 

Furthermore, I hope that the 
government will increase its fin- 
ancial support for the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 

- which shoulders heavy res- 
ponsibilities towards our people in 

• - the occupied territories and here 
• in the East Bank. Cooperative soc- 
ieties throughout governors tes 
and districts have played a great 
role in serving the citizen and in 
supporting our steadfastness and 
they are the most able body to 
manage development pro- 
grammes in the occupied ter- 

j ritories. We hope that the gov- 
ernment wQJ strengthen its fin- 
ancial support to the JCO. Nearly 
20 per cent of all West Bank res- 
idents are members of the JCO 
which has 482 registered societies 
as members in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 




If " 


. % 


i \i 





Edward KTiamk 

(Bethlehem) 

This country had tasted prosperity 
for a period of seven full years. 
Now we are passing through a per- 
iod of seven lean years. May I ask 
. what previous governments did in 
the seven prosperous years to pre- 
pare for these difficult times, other 
than owning bjg cars and blinding 
palaces instead of establishing 
y projects and generating erap- 
f toyroent? ' This, government is 
working day and night to improve 
things, but no matter whatit can 
wfoieve in this short period of 
time, it cannot turn tbe dock back 
except with tiie cooperation of 
capitalists. 

I often demanded that com- 
plicated laws, which dp not relate 
to the people, be amended in 
order to avoid bureaucracy and 
routine, but nobody has listened. 1 
therefore suggest that the prime 
minister order the amendment of 
these laws to forilitate the people's 
interaction with djeirgoverameat. 


Suleiman A! Qudah 
(Ajfoun) 

This is die biggest budget the cou- 
ntry has known and it has added 
importance since 1986 is the first 
year in the five-year plan and 
hence many of the features and 
objectives are reflected in the 
draft budget. 

I ask the government to curb 
n .jurijaftmigratjopby Jjjakiog this an. 
. phjoettyeof all ffsecoowuctsodal 
. and -. construction plans. -. These 
plans should aim so providing 
basic needs and public sendees to 
rural areas and at securing jobs for 
workers in these areas. There is no 
doubt that the government has 
made strides in this area but the 
migration has not stopped. Peo- 
ple in rural areas complain that 
there are only a few industrial and 
productive projects in these areas 
and therefore the government is 
called upon to encourage est- 
ablishing industries and big pro- 
jects in these areas. 

The protection of public funds is 
tbe duty of every government. 
Therefore, the government is cal- 
led upon to combat aD kinds of 
deviations and exploitations by 
applying strict measures and sup- 
ervision on the construction of 
public bondings. The objectivesof 
the budget must be to support the 
Armed Forces and I support the 
financial Committee in backing 
the government's goal of str- 
engthening our defence cap- 
abilities and to continue the Peo- 
ple’s Army programme. 

Other objectives indude the 
achievement of Arab economic 
integration and combating Israeli 
efforts to Judaise the occupied 
Arab territories both of which 
would benefit the country if pro- 
perly implemented. 

Isupport the government’s obj- 
ective of encouraging individual 
initiative and fair competition in 
order to give the private sector a 
larger role in serving the country’s 
economy in cooperation with the 
public sector. There are, however, 
important service corporations 
run by the public sector which 
should not be owned by private 
investors because while tbe public 
sector seeks to serve the public, 
the private sector is mainly int- 
erested in making profits. 

The government should provide 
protection to infant industries but 
this protection should only apply 
to high-standard domestic pro- 
ducts and should not encourage 
monopolisation of commodities 
by owners of national industries. 
Furthermore, good quality pro- 
ducts deserve protection but bad 
quality and over priced goods 
should not be protected by tbe 
government. The government is 
called upon to-appty its protective 
measures only to the products 
which deserve this protection. 

hi my' opinion democratic life 
cannot be complete without the 
formation of national parties 
which base their principles and 
goals on the Jordanian con- 
stitution. Therefore, I call on the 
government, along with others 
who support the idea, to reassess 
tbe position on allowing foe for- 
mation of national Jordanian par- 
ties. 

I conduct my speech by rem- 
inding you cf the district of Ajkxffi 


Riyadh Nawaiseh 
(Karak Goveraorate) 

I call on the government to heed 
resolutions passed by parliament 
last year and to take into con- 
sideration recommendations per- 
taining to making the economy 
productive by cutting back on con- 
sumption and investigating tire 
reasons behind losses incurred by 
some large companies and private 
or public corporations in the cou- 
ntry. 

I also request that the budget of 
independent institutions be inc- 
luded in tiie overall budget and 
suggest raising die efficiency of 
die Audit Bureau and increasing 
support to the people in the Israeli 
occupied territories. 

In the budget statement the 
minister of finance referred to a 
new. five-year plan. Where is this 
plan, who formulated it and who 
approved it? The development 
expenditure as stated in the bud- 
jigejbja financed, :by .international 
institutions which axe. not int— 
■erested' in development plans: 
This expenditure doesmot aim to 
finance developmental projects 
but at repaying previous debts or 
supporting the losses incurred by 
private and public corporations. 

I also question the five per cent 
rate of growth referred to by the 
minis ter. How could there be such 
growth when we are in an eco- 
nomic recession, facing increasing 
unemployment and having to deal 
with the continuing losses by many 
local companies. 

The government said that it 
aims at striking a balance between 
recurrent expenditure and local 
reveaues but domestic revenues 
cover only 80 per cent of recurrent 
expenditure although it was sup- 
posed to be 88 per cent in fob 
year’s budget- We do not know 
bow tbe government is going to 
solve this problem without raising 
taxes. It has been easy regarding 
collecting from the wealthy while 
placing the burden of income 
taxes on low income groups. 

The budget statement said that 
the first objective is to strengthen 
the armed forces. However, we 
ask foe government to be open 
and frank with ns. "Does the gov- 
ernment (dan to restore the Arab 
territories by force or does plan to 
achieve its goals through the so- 
called peace efforts and rec- 
onciliation with the enemy? The 
answer is very important because 
it would determine die extent of 
foe needs of our armed forces for 
weapons and whether these req- 
uirements are financed by dom- 
estic revenues, Arab aid or foreign 
loans. 

The Jordanian constitution sti- 
pulates that no money can be 
spent without a law to regulate the 
spending. How then can the bud- 
get statement say that non- 
recurrent expenditures will be 
covered and financed by a special 
fund which was not included in foe 
budget statement. 

The government has allocated 
JD 11 million to support farmers 
but government subsidies for 
wheat fob year have readied JD 
13 million and in 1985 foe country 
has imported 425,000 tonnes of 
wheat which cost JD 29 mSKon 
and was sold for JD 16 million. 
The government seems to have 
supported American wheat ins- 
tead of our local product. 

The statement also said that 
time was a considerable increase 
in the percentage of our exports. 
What exports of fertilisers? - 
■ The budget statement also said 
that foe government has decided 
to incorporate the Urban Dev- 
elopment Department into the 
..Housing Corporation so that it 
could extend its services to all 
areas in the country. What are the 
urban development projects that 
have been implemented? We bel- 
ieve that the department is not 


more than a department for emp- 
loyment. Moreover, ail of its pro- 
jects to date have concentrated on 
transforming the Palestinian ref- 
ugee camps in Marks and Russeifa 
into permanent settlements and 
we fear that department will do 
foe same thing in Soufand Hoson. 

There b also talk about rej- 
uvenating and encouraging tou- 
rism but Alia, foe Royal Jordanian 
Airline, which is supposed to bear 
fob responsibility, Iras succeeded 
in encouraging Jordanians to. 
ma ke tours abroad and has act- 
ually won an award from Spain for 
flying many Jordanians foere as 
tourists. Furthermore. Alia’s 
commercials urge Jordanians to 
shop in London every Saturday 
and in Singapore every Sunday. If 
we really want to encourage tou- 
rism in Jordan the government has 
to point Alia in the right direction. 

JD 8 million has been allocated 
for shares in different cor- 
porations. What are these coin-' 
parties? Are they new ones or is 
this money designed to cover tbe 
losses incurred by some of the exi- 
sting companies? 

J D 6 million has been allocated- 
so that the government can buy 
shares in “other companies.** So 
we have two kinds of companies 
and there are indications that foe 
“other companies' 7 include tbe 
glass company, Ma'in Spa ami the 
first kind probably includes foe 
wood and fertiliser companies. 

We note a 30 per cent increase 
in foe estimation of foreign aid 
and a 218 per cent increase in the 
interest and instalments- of ref- 
undable loans which contravene 
the objective of achieving self- 
sufficiency. 

The budget also indicates a 12 
per cent increase in foe volume of 
expenditure which raise questions 
on the supposed austerity policies 
and the government objective to 
achieve economic independence. 
Is the objective to increase dep- 
endence on aid and loans and con- 
sequently to weaken Jordan's pol- 
itical ana national stance? 

The JD 37.6 inilKon deficit 
could grow and the only cure 
would be more borrowing and foe 
country will be swamped with for- - 
eign debts which would threaten 
foe country's economic and pol- 
itical security. Is foe government 
‘.aware of foe. dangerous, imp- 
■ikations that result from bec- 
oming swamped with foreign 
debts and what is the government 
going to -do to repay these debts, 
especially since foe government is 
spending on non-productive pro- 
jects? 

The Jordan Valley Authority 
has become a drain on public 
money. Every year JD 30 to J D 50 
million are allocated for the JVA 
but there are no tangible results. Is 
there no end to the JVA’s ima- 
gination in creating new projects 
such as building chalets for 
Amman's traders or buying boats 
for tourists to tbe Dead Sea? Is not 
foere an end to this waste and squ- 
andering of money? 

The Jordanian constitution sti- 
pulates that spending should be 
regulated through the budget law. 
Bat a re.-esthnation of this year’s 
and 1984 figures indicate that the 
Jordanian government spends as it 
wants without referring to a law. 
For example, the re-estimated 
recurrent expenditure in 1984 
exceeded the original estimation 
by JD 33 railGon (72 per cent) 
and in 1985 it exceeded the ori- 
ginal estimation by JD 55 million 
(11.1 per cent) . Are the estimated 
numbers just initial estimations 
which could be changed? 

The budget statement did not 
tackle the major issue of tax pol- 
icies. What are foe objectives of 
the tax policies and will there be 
new taxes? Has foe slogan of the 
government become to red- 
istribute income among foe rich? 

Political reality should play a 
major role in defining our eco- 
nomic objectives and therefore we 
call for democratic freedom, dev- 
eloping the parliamentary process 
and allowing the formation of pol- 
itical parties and blocks. 



She&h Abdhd Baqqi Gammo 
(Amman Goveraorate) 

I urge all Arab governments to 
support Iraq in its war against the 
Iranian a g gress o rs since the maj- 
ority of governments have been 
watching the five-year old war 
without any positive intervention. 

I also call on all Jordanians who 
have secret bank accounts abroad 
to transfer their money to Jor- 
danian banks since the interest on 
their money has benefited the 
Israelis. 


Forum hosts 
conference 
on social 
development 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day 
conference on social development 
in the Arab World opened Mon- 
day at the Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF) premises in Amman. The 
conference is organised tty the 
General Union of Voluntary Soc- 
ieties (GUVS) in cooperation with 
foe University of Jordan and the 
Conrad Adenour Institute. 

Addressing the participants. 
GUVS Chair man Abdullah A! 
Khatib stressed foe importance of 
social development and called for 
exerting every possible effort to 
achieve balance in development 
rather than directing special att- 
ention to economic development. 

Dr. Khatib said that those int- 
erested in social development 
have failed to make tbe public 
fully aware of foe importance of 
social development and have neg- 
lected to convince policy makers 
of the benefits of social welfare 
and its impact on development 
and the population for whom it 
was originally designed. 

“If we have foe cooviction that 
economic development is a pre- 
ssing national necessity, then we 
should also have foe conviction 
that social development is a nat- 
ional eventuality, because it is the 
basis for changing and res- 
tructuring the whole society tow- 
ards overall improvement,” Dr. 
Khatib said. Consequently, foe 
relationship between these two 
kinds of development means that 
both should be integrated within a 
national framework involving 
public participation and both pla- 
ying a sound, role in building soc- 
iety, he continued. 

Dt. Khatib added that foe pub- 
lic have a genuine interest in the 
events and changes winch take 
place in their society and that their 
interaction with these events the- 
reby provides a necessary pro- 
tection for society. 

Dr. Khatib also said that foe 
broad base of voluntary societies 
and soda! bodies on both banks of 
Jordan have tackled only one asp- 
ect of foe social development pro- 
cess in that they have dealt with 
the problems of under privileged 
people. As the underprivileged 
constitute 15-20 per cent of foe 
total population, the social dev- 
elopment of foe majority is not 
being dealt with, he noted. 

Speaking about the available 
resources for social workers. Dr. 
Khatib said th^they are .very lim- 
ited but foat &iey are being uti- 
lised in foe best manner. 


Social security coverage reflects 
national progress, Farhan says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Social Security Corporation 
Director General Mohammad Mahdl A1 Farhan 
Monday said that national progress or individual 
achievement is no longer measured by the. volume of 
national income and per capita income nor by the 
stage a society reaches in its attempts to reach to the 
moon but rather it is measured by the rights of a 
citizen according to social legislation and by the 
protection and security provided by this legislation. 

Dr. Farhan was addressing the to cope with the economic 3nd soc- 
opening session of foe first Arab ia) development in the country at 
conference for foe directors of soc- that time. Dr. Farhan added. 


ial security corporations which 
started here Monday. 

Dr. Farhan. who deputised for 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khalid A 1 Haj Has- 
san, added that foe conference is 
important because it is being held 
for foe front line officers of social 
security and consequently wha- 
tever results foe conference might 
come up with will serve as a basic 
foundation for joint cooperation. 

Dr. Farhan said that foe cou- 
ntry’s constitution and legislation 
provide for freedom and dignity 
for all citizens and the means to 
translate this right into a reality. 
Dr. Farhan also reviewed Jordan's 
achievements in foe field of social 
security which started in 1941 
when the government passed the 
military retirement law. This law 
marked the start of an organised 
plan for enacting social legislation 


He added that the Israeli agg- 
ression in 1967 and its com- 
plications and effects on foe eco- 
nomic institutions in foe West 
Bank and the eviction of hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians from 
foe West Bank precluded tbe ena- 


ctment of social security leg- 
islation during that period. How- 
ever, he continued, Jordan Ji.I not 
give up but pursued its efforts in 
this direction and implemented 
two five-year development plans, 
which paved the way for enacting 
social security legislation which 
came into force in 1980. 

The Jordanian social security 
law now covers 330,000 workers 
and employees and does not dis- 
criminate between Jordanians and 
non-Jordanians, giving all people 
in Jordan an opportunity to he 
covered by social security. Dr. 
Farhan said. 

The conference is in imp- 
lementation of a recommendation 
issued by foe fifth Arab seminar 
on social security, held in Morocco 
in April 1984. 


W. Germany to assist RSS 
with tests on solar heating 

hnical assistance to the RSS. will 
be used for developing and testing 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Planning Abdullah At Nsour and 
West German Ambassador to 
Jordan Herwjg Bartels Monday 
signed an exchange of memoranda 
underwhich West Germany will 
provide the Royal Scientific Soc- 
iety (RSS) with equipment and. 
machines for testing solar heaters. 

The new equipment, which is in 
addition to West Germany's tec- 


solar heaters to check their sui- 
tability for use and conformity- 
with the standards and spe- 
cifications in force. 

The new equipment will pro- 
vide test results within three days 
whereas other methods of testing 
take between one and three 
months to eive results. 


Ministry holds course to explain 
contents, objectives of five-year plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Information Mohammad A1 Kha- 
tib said Monday that information 
in Jordan endeavours to be an 
aware and developmental process. 
This concept, he said, is derived 
from our conviction that an aware 
citizen is one who is able to int- 
eract and respond to his env- 
ironment and circumstances and 
one who is always seeking to ach- 
ieve better conditions in life. 

Deputising for Mr. Khatib, Min- 
istry of Information Under Sec- 
retary Michael Ha mam eh ina- 
ugurated a six-day course cm edu- 
cating people about foe five-year 
development plan (1986-1990). 
The course is organised by foe 
Ministry of Information's Dev- 
elopmental Information. and 
Communications Department in 
cooperation with the United Nat- 
ions Educational. Scientific and 


Cultural Organisation (UNE- 
SCO) and me United Nations 
Centre for Population Activities. 

The course is the first of its kind 
in terms of contents and timing, 
Mr. Khatib said in the speech, 
which was delivered on his behalf 
by Mr. Hamameh. The course 
derives its importance from the 
fact that Jordan is at foe beginning 
of a new five-year development 
plan with goals and objectives that 
in some respects differ from pre- 
vious plans, Mr. Khatib said. 

He also stressed the importance 
of understanding the primary imp- 
lications of the plan which wall 
consolidate foe plans and efforts 
for achieving a better life for Jor- 
danian society. 

In foe- speech, -Mr* Khatib poi- 
nted out that the media, all min- 
istries and government dep- 


artments should be involved in 
explaining the plan and its obj- 
ectives and that they should help 
establish a strong relationship 
between tbe public and foe plan, 
based on understanding and obj- 
ective interaction. 

Mr. Khatib added that training 
is at foe top of the ministry’s pri- 
orities because of foe ministry's 
belief that information deals with 
all major political, social, eco- 
nomic and cultural events. 

Director of the Developmental 
Training and Information Dep- 
artment Issa A I Jahmani said that 
foe six-day course includes lec- 
tures and films about the various 
components of foe development 
plan. 

Taking part in the course are 22 
representatives from various min- 
istries, government departments 
and institutions. 
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Change to the worse 

CHANGE is the constant theme of Nature; so muds so in fact 
that tbe ancient Greek philosopher Tates argued, as everything 
appeared to him in a Dux, that change constituted the essence of 
beings (tilings). One may not exercise oik’s wits in needless 
philosophical analysis to understand the phenomenon of cha- 
nge as one’s own daily experiences bear evidence to many 
changes in life. Not only do material thing s get changed, tra- 
nsformed and even sublimated in the vast and inexorable pro-, 
cess of evolution through tbe millennia, bat also man’s mental 
attitudes and psychological ethos, his social behaviour and 
political ideologies and even his moral and spiritual values 
undergo deep changes and modifications under the relentless 
impact of ever-widening frontiers of scientific knowledge. Inv- 
entions, human development and progress. 

The Arab- Israeli conflict is now decades old, but the bask 
Israeli policy of denying the Palestinians their rights in their 
homeland has not at all changed. Israel’s obdurate position 
against the Palestinians’ right to self-determination and sta- 
tehood, on at least part of their own land, remains the 'major 
stumbling block for tbe recent peace process to make any 
headway. 

Sporadic rumblings within tbe rank and file of the Israeli 
society are apparent, though not yet meaningfully crystallised, 
pointing to an inclination to talk to the PLO, the sole and 
legitimate representative of the Palestinians. It is well to rem- 
ember that, if at all a window of opportunity is even half open 
for Middle East peace, it is due to the fact that today there are 
people who are willing to talk to each other on both sides 
provided that a solid and productive base for negotiations can 
be mutually agreed to. 

Talk is the only alternative to war, and for their part, the 
PLO and the Palestinians generally have shown readiness to 
talk with the Israelis. It becomes incupibent on the Israeli 
leadership, therefore, to seize the opportunity in forging ahead 
a healthy relationship with the Palestinian people and together 
with them strive to usher in a new era of reconciliation, peace 
and security which both sides so badly need and aspire to. You 
would think that is exactly what. the Israelis ought to„do,,but„ 
unfortunately this is not foe case. . . 

There are people in Israel today, if not the majority ofthem, 
who are ready to wreck the very idea of communication bet- 
ween foe two sides. Take, for example, people like the Israeli 
Justice Minister, Moshe Nissim, and Knesset Law Committee 
Chairman Eli Kulas who, among others, have been engaged in 
a sinister political manoeuvre to activate the 1948 “Prevention 
of Terrorism Ordinance” with even tougher amendments 
aimed at Ulegalking contacts with the PLO as “detrimental to 
Israeli security and peace.” 

Progressive Israelis know that such rotten and dangerous 
thinking can only help to put tbe clock back by fifty years and 
drive tbe Israelis, lock, stock and barrel into such a blind alley 
as they have never seen before. What is required of the Israeli 
progressive forces is not only to have an awareness of the 
dangers posed by such tuyjust laws towards building better 
relationship with the Palestinians, but also a positive readiness 
to muster enough political dout well in advance to pre-empt 
such nefarious laws taking shape in a country that boasts so 
much of secular democracy. For, prevention, certainly, is bet- 
ter than cure. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Israeli aggression 

THE PLO forces in North Yemen and Sudan have been placed on 
alert for fear of a Zionist aggression after being warned of this attack 
by an Arab state. We cannot rule out any Israeli raid on the PLO 
forces in any Arab country because the Israelis have evil nature and 
are full of hostility towards the Arab nation. Since its establishment, 
the PLO has served as a threat to the very existence of the Zionist 
stale and this has prompted the Israelis to make plans for attac king 
the PLO forces anywhere throughout the Arab World. Once the 
Israelis achieve their goal they can fear no one in fulfilling their plans 
to seize the rest of the Palestinian land. The PLO forces have been 
the target of the Israeli aggression in Palestine, Lebanon, Tunis and 
in other parts of the Arab world. The Israeli enemy wants to weaken 
the Arab coup pies to pave the way for further expansion. The exodus 
of the Palestinians from Beirut and the scattering of their forces in 
Arab lands did not deter the Israelis from pursuing their goals and 
therefore Israeli aggression on Sudan and North Yemen should be 
expected any time. 

Al Dustour : China’s firm support 

AT THE end of a successful visit to Jordan, the Chinese foreign 
minister emphasised his country's firm support for the Palestinian 
people in their endeavours to regain their legitimate rights in their 
homeland. The minister described Jordan's call for an international 
conference to find a solution for the Palestine problem as a positive 
move supported by China. He said that the Jordanian initiative 
would lead to the establshmentof geauine peace in the region. While 
the Chinese minister seized the chance of his visit to Jordan to 
reaffirm his support for the Palestinian rights, he ruled out: any 
intention on behalf of his country to establish diplomatic relations 
.with Israel. China’s opposition to Israel, he said, stems from the fact 
that Peking cannot condone aggression and the occupation of other 
country's land. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Expatriates return 

IT SEEMS that the time has come for the expatriates to return to 
their countries and to abandon the oil states in the Gulf. Hundreds of 
thousands of people who have been employed in the Gulf countries 
are now returning home after they had discovered that the economic 
boom has at last come to an end. The Gulf states benefited from the 
services of those expatriates but not all of the expatriates benefited 
equally from their stay. Many expatriates sent back their transfers 
only to be invested in id-nry homes which helped to create inflation 
in then home countries. It is time for the three million expatriates to 
return to their home countries which need them now more than at 
any time in the past for development purposes and for real inv- 
estment. 


Our children are innocent’ 


By Rami G. Khouri 


I HAVE been trying recently to 
inform myself about the health 
status of children in Jordan and 
other Arab countries, and would 
like to share with you both hea- 
rtening and distressing aspects of 
tbe status of our children. 

Why, you might ask, should 
journalists take the time to look 
into a subject that is already being 
studied and treated by able spe- 
cialists in the government, Jor- 
danian and • international vol- 
untary agencies, and international 
organisations such as UNICEF, 
WHO, UNRWA, UNHCR and 
others? 

The answer, I would suggest, is 
that the status and welfare of chi- 
ldren are somehow different from 
trends in the field of agriculture, 
industry, education or the many 
other social and economic sectors 
of society. The manner in which 
we permit our children to be born, 
to live, to grow, to be maimed, or 
to die as infants and children, may 
well be an appropriate measure of 
our most . fundamental human 
nature and character. 

Let us first review a few facts, 
and then consider what journalists 
— and taxi drivers, construction 
workers, lawyers, teachers, bak- 
ers, soldiers, aviators and the rest 
of us — can do for our children. 

On a regional basis, the most 
reliable recent statistics compiled 
by UNICEF indicate that 3.000 
children die unnecessarily 
EVERY DAY in the Middle 
East/North Africa region (which 
includes Turkey and Iran, along 


with the Arab states). In other 
words, about 1.1 milEon children 
die every year in our region- Most 
of those deaths are “ unn- 
ecessary ,' r because they could be 
prevented Ity inexpensive and eas- 
ily applied imm unization or oral 
rehydration techniques. 

On a global scale, the dimension' 
of tbe loss of infants is even more 
stark. About four million children 
cfie every year around tbe world 
from diarrhoea-induced deh- 
ydration; such dehydration is eas- 
ily preventable by a simple salt 
and sugar solution that costs a few 
cents, and can be administered by 
parents in the borne. In the past 
year, about half a million children 
were saved from death by the app- 
lication of this oral 'rehydration 
therapy. In our part of the world, 
an average of 1.400 children die 
EVERY DAY from diarrhoea, 
for a total of half a million children 
a year. 

About 15 million children die 
every year around the world. It is 
now thought that if all children 
were immunized against the six 
main child diseases before the age 
of one, half those 15 million child 
deaths could be prevented. In the 
developing states, five million chi- 
ldren die every year, and five mil- 
lion others are physically or men- 
tally handicapped for life, by any 
of six vaccine-preventable dis- 
eases: diphtheria, pertussis (who- 
oping cough), tentanus, measles, 
polk) and tuberculosis. 

The statistics are astounding. 


The scale of the global infant mor- 
tality and disablement is chilling. 
The grief and emotional torment 
of a family that buries its dead chi- 
ldren is incalculable, and perhaps 
even incomprehensible to those of 
us fortunate enough to avoid the 
experience. 

But behind the sheer numbers' 
and the cycle of hope-and-grief is 
the numbing reality of societies 
that acquiesce in foe large-scale 
death of their children- The death 
of an infant is already tragic; a 
death that could easily have been 
prevented is doubly grievous. 

The challenge before the world 
today is not to devise medicines or 
remedies to help prevent the dea- 
ths and' disablement of millions of 
childre n. We have the remedies. 
We know bow to prevent the killer 
diseases. In the laboratory, and 
the test tubes, we have already 
won. 

In the homes of the world's chi- 
ldren, however, we have only just 
begun to fight. It is perhaps ironic 
that the most difficult aspect of the 
drive to prevent child deaths from 
immunizable diseases has been 
how to inform parents about tbe 
value and availability of imm- 
unization, oral rehydration the- 
rapy or other simple child health 
and survival techniques. 

The experience of recent years 
suggests that if a country wishes to 
raise the immunization coverage 
of its children, it will be most suc- 
cessful if it can mobilise the par- 
ticipation and enthusiasm of all 
sectors of society, including tea- 


chers, religious figures, political 
leaders, sports personalities, lea- 
ders in the private sector and the 
tike. The awareness of the pro- 
blem has to be sparked thr- 
oughout every comer of the land, 
and people have to become aware 
of the remedies in a similar man- 
ner. This is where the role of all of 
us outside foe health care inf- 
rastructure becomes important, 
perhaps even crucial. What can we 
do? 

I was privileged last month to 
attend the inaugural meeting of 
foe International Club of Jou- 
rnalists for Children's Rights, 
which has been established thanks 
to the forceful efforts of a magical 
Italian named Arnold© Farina. 
His perseverance brought tog- 
ether in Venice 78 journalists and 
media-related people from 64 
countries, all of whom joined the 
club in their individual capacities. 
Among the founding members 
were journalists from several 
Arab states, including Jordan, the 
Yemen Arab Republic, Algeria, 
Sudan, Somalia, and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

We formed the dub because we 
bad come to realise that in our 
positions as journalists, we had a 
disproportionately important role 
to play in raising the consciousness 
of our societies about why, and 
bow, our children die — and about 
what all of us could to lower the 
rate of child mortality and dis- 
ablement. We have made a com- 
mitment. as individuals, to use our 


access to the media to raise foe 
relevant issues, and discuss the 
appropriate remedies. 

It is relevant to note what Mr. 
Farina, foe president of the Int- 
ernational Qub of Journalists for 
Children’s Rights, said at foe Ven- 
ice rotting: “Our children are 
innocent of tbe evil of foe world. 
Our children did not have asay in 
whether or not they were bom. 
But when a child is bom, it is bom 
with foe right to love, good health 
and' a future.”' 

There are many aspects of the 
child survival and development 
revolution taking place around tbe 
world. There are successes to be 
related, challenges to be faced, 
and ironies to be comprehended. 

Most of all, I think, we have to 
come face-to-face with the fact 
that we, the people of this world, 
spend hundreds of billions of dol- 
lars a year on armaments. The cost 
of immunizing all the world's chi- 
ldren (at about $5 per child) and 
saving milli ons of infant lives, is 
approximately $ 500 million a year 
— or slightly less than the cost of 
three advanced jet fighter planes. 

The task at hand is not to assign 
blame, or ascribe responsibility 
for the children who die or are 
permanently disabled. This is not 
an exercise in morality, or red- 
emption, Rather, the challenge 
that confronts all of us, whatever 
our position in society, is simply to 
re-examine the impulses of our 
very humanity, by re-affirming foe 
rights of our children to good hea- 


lth, love, and a reasonable chance 
to look forward to a future as part 
of tha t humanity . 

In foe battle to save our chi- 
ldren, money is not necessarily foe 
key, and poverty is not necessarily 
an obstacle. Some of the wea- 
lthiest countries (including several 
Middle Eastern states) have high 
child mortality rates; and some of 
the poorest (such as Sri Lanka, 
Cuba or El Salvador) have high 
sanitary standards and cor- 
respondingly long life exp- 
ectancies. 

The key to the welfare of our 
children is widespread awareness 
by foe entire community, and act- 
ive participation by all members of 
the co nun unity. The health care 
workers cannot do the job on their 
own. In this respect, our role as 
journalists can be pivotal. The 
for matio n of foe International 
Qub of Journalists for Children's 
Rights is but a small testament to 
foe community-wide effort that 
must be exerted to save millions of 
children from preventable death 
and disability. 

In the Arab World, we have 
specific priorities that have to be 
tackled wi thin foe context of our 
own history, contemporary pro- 
blems, resources and ethical her- 
itage. In future articles and col- 
umns, I will examine some of these 
matters in greater depth, as will 
my colleagues from other Arab 
states who have committed the- 
mselves to foe same work. 


Knife attacks scare Israelis in Jerusalem and West Bank 


By Bernard Edinger 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM - 
The stabbing of three Israelis in 
the narrow’ streets of Jerusalem's 
old city has turned the clock back 
towards foe time of the Man- 
delbaum Gate, when Jerusalem 
was divided into Israeli and Arab 
sectors. 

Separating Jewish west Jer- 
usalem from Arab nei- 
ghbourhoods to the east, the 
Mandelbaura Gate, erected in 
1948, was torn down after the 
1967 six-day war when Israel occ- 
upied foe whole city. 

Three separate s tabbings in rec- 
ent weeks have seen Israelis alm- 
ost completely disappear from 
predominantly Arab quarters 


while Palestinians employed in 
west Jerusalem now hurry back 
home as soon as their daily work 
ends. 

Vis tors who knew tbe bustling 
“suks” (markets) of east Jer- 
usalem's old city from several 
years ago now note that patrolling 
soldiers and a few black-garbed, 
ultra-orthodox Jews are virtually 
the only Israelis about. 

The religious Jews come from 
Mea Shearimu their quarter in 
west Jerusalem. Cutting straight 
across areas where foe stabbings 
took place, they head for foe Wai- 
ling Wall, Jewry's holiest shrine, 
which is at the opposite end of east 
Jerusalem. 

But most Israelis now reach foe 
wall by going around foe old city 


Reagan hits 
blackest period 
since his 1984 


reelection 


By Gene Gibbons 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON - President 
Ronald Reagan has suffered foe 
worst domestic political setback of 
his second term and further emb- 
arrassments may lie ahead. 

Ironically, fellow Republicans 
in Congress, who until now were 
among his staunchest supporters, 
have helped contribute to his unh- 
appy stare. 

They were in tbe forefront last 
Wednesday when the House of 
Representatives scuttled the cen- 
trepiece of what Reagan termed a 
“second American revolution" to 
overhaul the tax system. 

By a vote of 223 to 202, the 
house refused even to consider 
Reagan's programme for swe- 
eping tax code changes, which he 
says is oecessazy to assure con- 
tinued economic prosperity. 

It was one of Reagan's worst 
defeats on Capitol H3II since he 
entered office in 1981 —and cer- 
tainly his blackest period since 
being reelected by a record lan- 
dslide in November 1984. 

As the White House struggled 
to revive the president's reform 
plans, Reagan aides talked openly 
of retaliating againt house Rep- 
ublicans who had revolted against 
their chief. 

Reagan would “neither forget 
or forgive” when those who des- 
erted him ask for his help in 
next year's congressional election 
campaign, one top administration 
official growled. 

But some knowledgeable ana- 
lysts of Washington politics dis- 
missed the threat as an empty one. 

House speaker Thomas 
O'Neill, who leads the opposition 
Democrats in Congress, thought 
he detected foe first signs of pol- 
itical weakness in America's most 
popular president since Dwight 
Eisenhower. 

Noting foe tax reform rebellion 
was led by foe House Republican 
leadership, O'Neill observed: 
“ When does a president become a 
lame duck? When he loses (con- 
trol over) the leadership of his 
own party." 


Reagan's troubles on the tax 
front might foreshadow even big- 
ger problems to come — pro- 
blems, curiously, that could arise 
as a result of a White House pol- 
itical victory. 

On the same day as his tax ref- 
orm drive stalled, Congress passed 
a Republican-sponsored, 
Reagan-backed bflJ to eliminate 
America’s $200 bDIion deficit by 
1991. 

The legislation resulted from a 
groundswell of opinion that foe 
economy will be seriously dam- 
aged unless something is done 
about deficits that have soared 
despite Reagan's 1980 campaign 
promise to balance the budget by 
1984. 

It fixes specific, declining deficit 
ceilings in each of five budgets, 
starting with foe present one, and 
requires automatic, across-foe 
board spending cuts in defence 
and most domestic programmes if 
Congress should exceed them. 

Republican and Democratic 
congressmen predict bloody bat- 
tles in coming months as Reagan 
fights to preserve his record pea- 
cetime military build-up while 
opposing higher taxes and Con- 
gress struggles to protect popular 
social programmes. 

The battles will occur in a sup- j 
e rebarged atmosphere, since all i 
435 house seats and one third of 1 
the 100 Senate seats will be at 
stake in the 1986 elections. 

Political experts say Reagan, 
who is barred by foe constitution 
from running for president again 
in 1988, will have his powers of 
persuasion sorely tested when he 
tries to rally support from leg- 
islators dependent on voter sup- 
port. 

He must also contend with some 
unpleasant arithmetic if he seeks 
to protect Pentagon riches. 

Even if Congress agreed to 
every civilian budget cut that Rea- 
gan has proposed — down to scr- 
apping railway passenger trains — 
officials say he would still fall short 
of obeying foe new deficit red- 
uction law by S15 bDIion and 
would still have to axe cherished 
military projects or raise taxes. 


or come from a Jewish quarter 
within the old city walls which can 
be readied without going into 
Arab areas. 

Foreign tourists seem safe 
anywhere in foe old city. 

Israelis, who flocked daily into 
east Jerusalem by the thousands 
after 1967, began staying away 
earlier this year when resistance 
fighters killed several hikers and 
courting couples in isolated woo- 
ded areas near Jerusalem. 

But they became even scarcer 
after the knife attacks in which all 
three victims survived 

Two victims were seriously 
wounded tty kitchen knives while 
foe third was stabbed in the face, 
neck and hands. 

Police say they have not caught 
the attacker or attackers, thought 


to be young Palestinian nat- 
ionalists, possibly acting ind- 
ependently of organised res- 
istance movements. 

~ Resistance attacks long ago cle- 
ared such major occupied towns as 
Nablus, Hebron and Gaza of all 
Israelis except patrolling troops, 
knots of Jewish settlers bent on 
trouble and a few hardy or ill- 
informed souls. 

“Until perhaps a year or so ago, 
I shopped in east Jerusalem's veg- 
etable market,” explained Noah, a 
young Israeli mother of two. 
“When shops were closed in Jew- 
ish areas on foe Sabbath, we went 
to the old dty where Arab shops 
were open. 

“But now Tve stopped going. 
You feel foe Arabs don't like you 
so-who needs foe trouble?”' she 

'V • 


said. 

“Israelis long ago accepted they 
might be blown up by a bomb in 
their own neighbourhood sup- 
ermarket,"' said journalist GD 
Kessary, a veteran of the pre-state 
Jewish underground and of sev- 
eral of Israel's subsequent wars. 

“But to go into an Arab nei- 
ghbourhood and end up with a 
knife between your shoulder bla- 
des is a subconscious fear of every 
Israeli. To avoid it, just don't go," 
he said. 

The use of knives is what seems 
to have most impressed Israelis. 
“Guns and bombs we are used to, 
but knives bring us back to foe 
worse times of 1948," says Yoh- 
evet Shayevitch who then fought 
in foe old city as a teenage Jewish 
girl soldier. 


Increased Israeli security mea- 
sures are now bitterly resented by 
Palestinians who complain about 
frequent spot identity checks in 
the streets. 

One east Jerusalem Arab said 
many of the thousands of West 
Bankers who travel daily to jobs 
on construction sites and in hotels 
in west Jerusalem now rose an 
hour early to take into account 
possible delays at police che- 
ckpoints. 

Jamal, a young Palestinian int- 
ellectual, said he stayed away from 
Jewish areas despite foe attraction 
of more bookshops and better 
films . “I too know when fm not 
wanted and I certainly don't want 
to be the only Arab around a Jew- 
ish area if a bomb goes off.” - 


Campaign against UNESCO, M’Bow intensifies 


By John Morrison 

Reuter 

PARIS — A long-running conflict 
between management and staff at 
UNESCO has erupted in a week 
of crisis which has sharply und- 
ermined the authority of 
director-general Amadou Mahtar 
M’Bow. 

The week of upheaval was des- 
cribed by veteran staff members as 
a watershed in foe U.N. agency’s 
40-year history. “It’s an irr- 
eversible change," one employee 
said. 

The climax came on last Friday 
night when UNESCO Staff Ass- 
ociation (STA) president Bruno 
de Padirac raised his arras in a vic- 
tory salute to acknowledge the 
cheers of his members. 

In six hours of negotiations, the 
STA had wrested from M’Bow a 
promise to set up a joint com- 
mittee to handle redeployment 
and redundancies among staff. 

The concession came only after 
a one-day work stoppage and a 
four-day hunger strike by de Pad- 
irac and several supporters. 

The crisis was triggered by foe 
imminent prospect of up to 800 
job losses, including 350 sackings, 
as the result of foe withdrawal 
from UNESCO of foe United Sta- 
tes and Britain. 

The U.S. pulled out at the end 
of last year, alleging political bias 


and mismanagement at UNESCO 
under M'Bow’s stewardship, and 
Britain followed suit this month. 

The result was a 30-per-cent cut 
in the agency’s budget for 1986 
and 1987. 

“We accept that some job losses 
are inevitable. All we are asking 
for is a bit of consultation," a staff 
member said. 

M’Bow, a former Senegalese 
education minister nowserving his 
second seven-year term as tbe 
only African to head a major U.N. 
agency, has frequently been cri- 
ticised tty Western member gov- 
ernments for his handling of staff 
matters. 

One veteran Western amb- 
assador at UNESCO used to tell 
freshly arrived young diplomats: 
“Congratulations. You have been 
accredited to the last Byzantine 
court.” 

The STA complains that 
M’Bow is autocratic and arbitrary 
in his appointments and has sys- 
tematically left full-time posts 
vacant while recruiting hundreds 
of staff on short-term contracts. 

But resentment against M'Bow 
among the staff goes deeper. 
“This is basically a cultural dis- 
pute," one Western employee 
said. 

UNESCO staffers say M’Bow, 
encouraged by Third World and 
Soviet bloc governments, has per- 
verted tbe principles of tbe Int- 


ernational Civil Service by using 
nationality rather than com- 
petence as foe criterion for rec- 
ruitment and promotion. 

M'Bow’s supporters say these 
accusations smack of racism and 
reflect a Western inabDity to acc- 
ept the emergence of developing 
states since UNESCO was fou- 
nded in London in 1945. 

His critics say he has tried to 
weaken the STA by fostering foe 
creation of a rival association, 
known as AIPU. whose members 
are drawn from the Third World. 

“This association is a phantom 
body created by M’Bow. Nobody 
knows its real membership figure 
but it is unlikely to be more chan 
two or three hundred." a member 
of STA said. 

The STA, which says it rep- 
resents 1,400 of the 2,300 staff in 
Paris, accuses M’Bow of using the 
AIPU to pursue a policy of divide 
and rule. 

Last week's one -day strike, 
which the AIPU opposed, was the 
first at foe agency since 1974.” We 
at UNESCO have always been 
very docile." one staffer said. 

The spark which galvanized 
staff out of their apathy was de 
Padirac - s decision to declare a 
hunger strike. 

The presence of de Padirac and 
six other hunger strikers camped 
in the lobby under a red and white 


banner and surrounded by sym- 
pathizers dramatised the dispute 

— as it was meant to. 

On foe third day of foe fast, dig- 
nitaries invited by M’Bow to cel- 
ebrate UNESCO's 40fo ann- 
iversary were ushered in through a 
side entrance so they would not 
glimpse foe hunger strikers. * 
Inside foe half-empty main con- 
ference hall foe atmosphere was 
overshadowed by foe strike and by 
the pullout of Britain. 

“It was more like a funeral than 
a birthday party .’’commented one 
staffer. 

The gloom was only acc- 
entuated by the jaunty optimism 
of a short documentary film sho- 
wing tbe high hopes with which 
the organisation was launched in 
the aftermath of World War II. 

By Friday, the atmosphere in a 
mass meeting of around 1.000 
staff was, by contrast, eff- 
ervescent. 

There was loud applause when 
de Padirac, a dapper French sci- 
entist in his 30s, told foe meeting 
that after negotiations M'Bow had 
accepted the STA's main demand 

— a joint coramhtee to handle job 
cuts and redeployment. 

He said foe result was a victory 
for UNESCO . “ Let us continue to 
defend UNESCO and tomorrow 
its ideals will become reality,” fan 
said. 


South African army uses frontier 
farms as anti-guerrilla out-posts 


By Victor Mallet 

Reuter 

WEIPE. South Africa — The 
gun-ioling white farmers of South 
Africa's northern frontier with 
Zimbabwe were not particularly 
surprised when u series of guerrilla 
land-mine explosions recently 
shattered the rural cainu 

“The farmers in the region are 
all part of our area defence sys- 
tem.'’ said Colonel Johann Swu- 
nepoel. the local military com- 
mander charged with tracking the 
guerrillas and finding the lethal 
devices plumed under the dusty 
roads. 

The Pretoria government has 
suln>idised the farmers to help 
them settle in this militarily- 
sensitive area along the banks of 
the Limpopo river, where they 
grow cotton and wheat. 

By the end of the year, with foe 
help of interest-free government 
loans, some 270. whites in the far 
northern Transvaal should have, 
radios allowing them to com- 


municate with the army on the 
Military Area Radio Network 
(MARNET). Swancpoel said. 

Guerrillas of the African Nat- 
ional Congress (ANC). the main 
exiled black organisation Fighting 
white riiie. recently slipped over 
the dry Iwd of the Limpopo from 
Zimbabwe by night and planted at 
least nine land-mines, the army 
said- 

five exploded under vehicles, 
killing black tractor-driver Phi-, 
lemon Ncuhe and injuring four 
soldiers and » lorry driver. Four 
more devices were defused. 

Ncube's white employer. 33- 
year-old Wynand Erasmus, car- 
ries a pistol and says (he land-mine 
explosion next to his house — 
which was witnessed by his five- 
year-old son — will not stop him 
iivhjg in Weipe. 

“A guy doesn't want to leave so 
•he*n stay " 'said Erasmus, who like 
most of the local farmers plays 
his part in civil defence and is in 
close contact with the military. 

“In 1980 foe defence force 


asked us not to use a Zimbabwean 
workforce for security reasons." 
he said outside his house as arm- 
oured personnel carriers scoured 
the area for mines. 

But one black South African 
farmworker who asked not to l>c 
identified said local blacks sup- 
ported the ANC anyway, despite 
the death of the tractor driver. 
Black men on the farms earn as 
little as 73 rand [S27) a month, 
and foe women 62 rand (S23). he 
said. 

“This is a distinctive little area." 
says 48-year-old white farmer 
Ben Roos. whose family has far- 
med here since 1950. 

He said most whites supported 
foe relatively reformist National 
Party government, although parts. 
Of South Africa's far north are str- 
ongholds of the extreme rights 
wing. 

The local Dutch Reformed 
Church is in Messina. 65 km to the 
easL “The dominec (minister) 
comes here once a month, and we 


have church at each farmhouse in 
turn." ^uid Roos. 

A pastime for some is game 
hunting in the sun- drench cd'bush 
of the northern Transvaal or in 
Zimbabwe. The hind, dotted with 
ungainly baobab trees, supports 
cheetah, leopard, zeebra. impala. 
kudu and wildehccst. 

Tom Argyll, who fought for Ian 
Smith s while Rhodesian regime 
in what is now Zimbabwe against 
black nationalists who Cook power 
in 1980. is another gun toting far- 
mer unmoved by the land-mine 
blasts. 

'Tra quite easy about this. I lost 
a leg in the war in Rhodesia." he 
said. “The whole farming com- 
munity is quite easy." 

When foe mines were first dis- 
covered whites were advised to 
stay on their farms and not to ven- 
ture onto untested roads. One 
farmer had a narrow escape when 
his pick-up truck was destroyed by 
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killed but he was unscathed. 
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The case for mud: The solution 
for the poors’ housing problems 
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The. higher demand for housing and the rise in die cost of building 
materials during the last three , decades prompted scientists and arc- 
hitects to look for and study traditional building methods. One such 
traditional method is building in mud. In the following article, the first 
in a series of three, Jordan Times reporter -Najwa Najjar reviews the 
history, techniques and contemporary pioneers -of building in mud: 


EARTH ARCHITECTURE or 
building by the use of mud seems 
to conjure up condescending ima- 
ges of “primitive” huts and “dis- 
tant squalors” Half of the Third 
World's population presently live 
in mud houses. It has been cal- 
culated that by the year 2000 
more, than 600 million houses will 
have to be built in ' developing 
countries. Building in mud offers 
one way in which the.growing poo- 
rer populations of the Third 
World can be house din the future. 

International bi-lateral aid ins- 
titutions,. building ■ research ins- 
titutions, architectural . dep- 
artments in universities, tec- 
hnology organisations, and other 
individuals have stressed that mud 
and other traditional building 
materials can make an important 
contribution to the pressing hou- 
sing problems in developing cou- 
ntries for the following reasons: 
— Raw earth constitutes 74 per 
cent of the earth's crust making it 
widely available and low in cost. 

— The long history of building 
in mud has made people f amiliar 
with earth buil ding techniques. 
And since these techniques are 
simple, in that no sophisticated 
equipment is required, they are 
suitable to self-help boosing con- 
struction. 


— In addition the techniques 
and materials used require less 
energy and lower capital for their 
manufacture than do modern bui- 
lding materials, such as cement. 

—The usage of traditional mat- 
erials, moreover, releases scarce 
modern building materials for 
important development projects 
such as industries, factories, and 
roads. 

— = These reasons also reduce 
Third World’s demand for foreign 
exchange. 

— Building in mud is also cli- 
matically suited to the needs of 
developing countries. 

— Finally well-used earth arc- 
hitecture is aesthetically pleasing, 
and asserts cultural identity. 

For centuries the villagers of the 
Middle East, Africa, and Latin 
America have recognised the adv- 
antages of building in mud. Some 
earth architecture has stood for 
thousands of years. For example 
Jericho, 10,000 years old, was 
built in mud, as was Babylon and 
the Tower of Babel. Great str- 
etches of the Wall of China were 
composed principally of earth. 
Similarly in North Africa the for- 
tified walls of the largest cities of 
Morocco; Rabat, Marrakesh, and 
Fes were buQt of raw earth in the 
beginning of the 12th century. 
Numerous other examples can be 


found worldwide suiting a variety 
of needs, climates, and cultures. 

However, today mud is no lon- 
ger fashionable. A state of mind, 
Tanzanian President Julius Nye- 
rere describes as a “kind of par- 
alysis.*" has overwhelmed pla- 
nners and architects obsessed with 
the use of cement. Housing pla- 
nners dismiss traditional building 
materials, and researchers do not 
spend time improving them bec- 
ause housing planners are not int- 
erested. 

While this vicious circle goes on. 
inflation and rising energy costs 
make it virtually impossible for 
the majority in the Third World to 
purchase even the cheapest mod- 
em house made of cement. This is 
more so for individuals in rural 
areas. One choice these ind- 
ividuals have to solve the problem 
of housing is building in mud. 

Building in mud is not a difficult 
process. Many ways have emerged 
of how to use earth. Two processes ' 
have been established as the most 
common and reliable: adobe and 
pise. 

Adobe, a word of Arab origin. 
•Al-Toob, is the name Arabs gave 
to the mixture of earth, water and' 
finely chopped straw. This doughy 
mixture is manually rammed into 
brick moulds; producing bricks, 
which need to be left to dry in the 
sun for almost a month, before 
being used to build walls, vaults, 
and domes. Mechanic and hyd- 
raulic manual presses have been 
divised to accelerate and improve 
this production method. 

Pise, or “rammed earth,” first 



The basic process of mud brkkmaking has hardly 
changed in thousands of years. Tbe above detail 


from the Egyptian frieze shows adobe bookmakers 
at work in ancient Egypt — (Earthscan photo) 



A multi-storey mud bunding in Shlbam, Sooth Yemen — (Earthscan photo) 


appeared in France in 1562. This 
technique consists of earth com- 
pressed between parallel wooden 
plates. Traditionally earth was 
compressed manually by heavy 
wooden hammers, but this can 
now be accomplished more easily 
and rapidly with pneumatic ram- 
mers. 

These improvements make it 
possible to use both adobe and 
pise on a large scale with minimum 
mechanisation. 

Two other building techniques 
were also used. In the wattle and 
daub technique, walls are made by 
mud plastered (daubed) over a 
mat made of sticks (known as wat- 
tle). In another simpler method 
lumps of ill-formed day placed on 
top of each other were used. The 
walls were then plastered with a 
coat of mud mixed with some org- 
anic materia] such as cowdung. 

Walls of mud houses have' rec- 
ently been made by a stabilisation 
process. In this technique mud is 
mixed with other cheap, locally 
available materials such as cem- 
ent, bitumen, lime, or cowdung to 
improve the mud's strength and 
resistance. Compressing the earth, 
by hand or machine, also adds 
strength to the mud. 

Much is a good insulator and 
helps to keep houses cool during 
hot. tropical days, and warm at 
night and during the cooler sea- 
sons. But. when it gets wet. it loses 
its strength and crumbles. Dr. 
A_A. Haramoud of the Building 
and Road Research Institute of 
Kumasi. Ghana has made a study 
of tfie common defects found in 
udbuildings^ He found that the 
main causes ql^Jetc rip ration are 
shrinking', cracks, and erosion, 
underscoring and mechanical 
damage, due directly or indirectly 
to water. However, by using a sui- 
table mix of appropriate arc- 
hitectural elements (stone fou- 
ndations) structural techniques 


(overhanging roofs), stabilisation 
measures (correct proportions of 
clay or cement in the mud), and 
care in siting (with good dra- 
inage), mud buDdings can be suc- 
cessfully built in almost ail types of 
climatic regions, and with proper 
care and maintenance should last 
for decades. Dr. Haramoud con- 
tends. 

Climate dictates the design. In 
dry areas, mud walls and flat mud 
roofs suffice. On the other hand in 
wetter areas mud roofs are rep- 
laced by sloping tiles or thatch to 
shed water. Architecture can be 
used to enhance the advantages 
and reduce the disadvantages. 

After every rainy season, the 
coatings of the walls, consisting 
mainly of raw earth, must be ren- 
ewed. Thus the facades change 
annually and vary infinitely as 
each individual expresses his cre- 
ative impulses. Since ancient times 
peoples all over the world have 
decorated mud buildings by eng- 
raving, painting, and drawing, abs- 
tract gestural, geometric . sym- 
bolic or figurative signs on the 
mud surfaces. Lime, rice powder, 
natural colouring agents such as 
turmeric and henna have all been 
used. The decoration can express 
people’s artistic, cultural, and rel- 
igious heritage. 

The techniques in earth bui- 
ldings are relatively easy to mas- 
ter. enabling the inhabitants to 
partially or entirely construct their 
homes. Improvements have dim- 
inished most of the disadvantages 
of buOding In mud. 

Cement and Steel remain exp- 
ensive, difficult to distribute and , 
require trained builders and ela- 
borate equipment. Eventhough a 
man in rural Africa must work 10 
days to earn the price of one bag of 
cement, most poverty stricken ind- 
ividuals turn to these modem bui- 
lding materials. For them housing 


is not a priority. Food, jobs, water, 
clothes, and health services are 
more important. The quality of 
the bouses is less important than a 
house which provides easy access 
to jobs. Secondly, economic gain 
as well as status induces the poor 
to want to live in permanent con- 
crete houses. A concrete house is 
an investment, which often inc- 
reases faster than inflation. 

In addition Dr. Naigzy Gib- 
remdhim of the U.N. Env- 
ironmental Programme gave sev- 
eral reasons why traditional mat- 
erials have been disregarded: 
“Discouraged by the existing by- 
lawsfand regulations which pro- 
hibit tite use of mud as building 
material... overwhelming inf- 
luence of modem material imp- 
osed by the public relations media 
and promotional campaigns... lack 
of proper knowledge about tra- 
ditional building materials, and 
prejudice of both common people 
and decision makers... local bui- 
lding materials being regarded as 
inferior, temporary, and ugly.” 
The influence of Western trained 
architects and engineers has ere-' 
ated more problems than sol- 
utions for the housing of the exp- 
anding population in the Third 
World according to Dr. Gib- 
remdhim. 

Over one third of the world's 
population lives in earth houses. 
The advantages are many. How- 
ever, due to the neglect of res- 
earchers and institutions to dev- 
elop the traditional building met- 
hods. earth architecture has inc- 
reasingly been abandoned in dev- 
eloping countries. Modem Wes- 
tern technology has failed fin- 
ancially to satisfy the increasing 
demand for cheap housing. Per- 
haps now it is time to reconsider 
the ancient building techniques 
which have satisfied people wor- 
ldwide for thousands of years. 


Biotechnology lives 
up to early promise 


By Catherine Arnst 

Reuter 

BOSTON — After more than a 
decade of promising medical mir- 
acles, biotechnology is beginning 
to show some results, not just for 
investors but also for patients. 

The industry is still a long way 
from reimbursing backers who 
have invested some SI .5 billion in 
more than 200 U -S. biotechnology 
companies. 

Bat a series of bright dev- 
elopments was capped this month 
-by news that researchers at the 
National Cancer Institute had 
early success treating cancer vic- 
tims with a biological compound 
called Interleukin-2. 

Several other products have 
also reached the critical stage of 
tests on humans, the most imp- 
ortant step in winning U.S. gov- 
ernment approval of a new drug. 

Biotechnology is unique in 
using nature’s own biological pro- 
cesses for research and industrial 
purposes. 

'Hie science got off to a start in 
the early 1970s after researchers 
discovered that they could str- 
engthen some of nature's own 
defence mechanisms by altering 
the baric genetic substance of all 
living things, deoxyribonucleic 
acid (DNA). 

The process used is called gene 
splicing. 

Some of the biotechnology ind- 
ustry’s most significant new pro- 
ducts are: 

— Protropin, a growth hormone 
used to treat dwarfism in children, 
developed by Genentech Inc. and 
recently approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). 

— Tissue plasminogen activator 
(TP A), a genentech protein which 
can stop heart attacks while they 
are in progress. 

— E rythropoe tin (EPO), a 
hormone produced by Amgen Co. 
that stimulates the creation of red 
blood cells, thus reducing the need 
for blood transfusions in the tre- 
atment of anaemia and kidney dia- 
lysis patients. 

“Biotechnology is now beyond 
infancy and into its adolescence,'* 
said Sajtt King, industry analyst 
with Montgomery Securities Inc. 

But he cautioned that it will 
probably take at least another five 
years before the industry starts to 
turn a profit. 

One problem is that a number 
of different American federal 
agencies oversee biotechnology 
activities and there is no overall 
government policy for dealing 
with the industry. 

“Product managers may easily 
become lost in the confused and 
uncoordinated regulatory pro- 
cess” said David Sakura, a con- 
sultant with Arthur D. Little Inc. 
“As a result, fewer products are 


ready for commercial markets on 
time” 

The industry did, however, ach- 
ieve a breakthrough with the gov- 
ernment last month when the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Age- 
ncy (EPA) approved the first del- 
iberate release of genetically eng- 
ineered organisms into the env- 
ironment. 

This allows a biotechnology 
company to conduct small-scale 
tests of genetically altered bac- 
teria designed to prevent frost 
damage to strawberries. 

The industry hopes the EPA's 
move, which was supported by 
three other government agencies, 
is the beginning of a uniform app- 
roach to testing. 

The only genetically produced 
drug to reach the market to date is 
human insulin, but it offers little 
improvement over a cheaper equ- 
ivalent derived from pigs. 

The approval of Pro tropin, an 
altered version of the human 
growth hormone, attracted att- 
ention because it is the first drug 
developed by gene-splicing to 
reach the market under a bio- 
technology company’s own label. 

Genentech. the largest of the 
independent biotechnology firms, 
earlier developed a synthetic ins- 
ulin but sold the licence to pro- 
duce it to the giant drug firm Eli 
Lilly and Co. 

Genentech eventually expects 
to sell $40 million worth of pro- 
tropin per year. 

Analysts say Genentech is more 
likely to achieve its goal of dom- 
inating the field with TPA, exp- 
ected to be launched within the 
next few years. 

About 1.5 million Americans 
suffer heart attacks every year, 
and analysts have estimated a pot- 
ential U.S. market for TPA of 
$300 million to 400 million a year. 

TPA dissolves blood dots that 
block the arteries to the heart. It is 
an enhanced version of pla- 
sminogen, a human protein that 
dissolves the proteins that hold 
blood clots together. 

An industry newsletter expects 
the market for the EPO hormone, 
which stimulates the creation of 
red blood cells, to reach $100 mil- 
lion annually. It will begin to be 
tested on humans early next year. 

But the biggest potential mar- 
ket is cancer treatment, which is 
why the stocks of Interleukin-2 
(IL-2) makers Cetus Corp. and 
Genentech soared after the Nat- 
ional Cancer Institute report. 

IL-2 is a substance produced by 
white blood cells that attacks and 
destroys cancerous cells. 

Researchers are particularly 
excited about IL-2 because it can 
apparently work against a broad 
range of cancers. Human testing is 
still very limited, however, and 
FDA approval is not expected 
before the end of 1988. 


Lower House approves draft budget for 1986 after debate 


(Continued from page 1) 

They also urged the gov- 
ernment to check public spending 
and improve the sources of dom- 
estic revenue by investing on 
productive projects which could 
constitute a major source of inc- 
ome for the country. 

The members warned against 
borrowing from international cre- 
dit institutions which charge high 
interest rates by pointing out that 
excessive borrowing could thr- 
eaten Jordan's economic and pol- 
itical independence and security. 

Most of the deputies praised the 
government's recent measures to 
protect the industrial sector but 
said that these measures should be 
applied only to industries pro- 
ducing high quality goods and that 
monopolisation of commodities 
should be checked. 

The members also repeated 
previous cal Is for a comprehensive 
agricultural plan which could pro- 
vide enough support for the for- 
mers and help in marketing agr- 
icultural products and achieving 
self-sufficiency. 

Many deputies stressed the 
need for raising the efficiency of 
the Audit Bureau. Some deputies 
'suggested the standardisation of 


accounting methods. 

A number of members called on 
the government to lift the martial 
law and to allow the formation of 
political parties and groupings. 
(M^jor exrerpts from the deputies’ 
speeches appear on page 3). 

In his reply to deputies ou the 
issue of the Armed Forces. Mr. 
Rifai said the main aim of the Kio- 
gdom’s policies “is the liberation 
of the (occupied) lands and the 
support of the defence capabilities 
of our Armed Forces, and div- 
ersification in sources of weapons 
falls within this aim.** 

The prime minister told die 
House that “honourable and just 
peace comes only from a position 
of strength. It is important to me . 
to assure the House that there are 
□o strings attached to our pur- 
chases of arms in any way and 
from any source.” 

On the issue of supporting the 
steadfastness of Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories, Mr. 
Rifai told the House that his gov- 
ernment is about to put the final 
touches on a comprehensive eco- 
nomic and social development 
plan. “ We hope we will soon be 
able to present it to you and start 


implementing it within the ava- 
ilable resources and in accordance 
with our priorities,” the prime 
minister said. 

On the subject of travelling res- 
trictions on people living in the 
occupied West Bank, Mr. Rifai 
said that allowing people from the 
occupied territories “to travel 
here, reside and work without res- 
trictions could help the (Israeli) 
occupation authorities to exploit 
these facilities in its continuing 
attempts to Judaise the land and ■ 
evict the population.” In the light 
of this reality, the government is 
offering all possible facilities. 

Regarding the Telecomm- 
unications Corporation, Mr. Rifai 
said the government “has studied 
the possibility of converting it into 
a national company in order to 
ensure the best services for the 
largest number of citizens and 
with the lowest possible cost.” 

He said the government did not 
contact any foreign company for 
the purpose of selling the cor- 
poration. 

Replying to deputies’ com- 
ments on the agricultural sector, 
Mr. Rifai said some deputies “ mis- 
taking! y thought that the gross 




Cabinet members attend Monday’s 
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The Lower House of Parliament in 

development expenditure in the 
agricultural field was limited to J D 
23 million.” He said allocations 
for agriculture through various 
other institutions reached JD 35 
million. The budget included a 
direct subsidy of JD 7 million for 
agricultural products to support 
farmers and their products, he 
said. 

Mr. Rifai said his government 
will continue to subsidise bread, 
regardless of the source of wheat. 
He said the government buys loc- 
ally produced wheat at double the 
price in international markets. 

On oil exploration in the Kin- 
gdom. Mr. Rifai said his gov- 
ernment will continue imp- 
lementing the national pro- 
gramme for the exploration of oil. 
He said the government will exp- 
and its operations to include other 
areas in the country. 

Replying to criticism on ind- 
ustrial protectionism, the prime 
minister said the recently adopted 
measures were aimed at rev-, 
italisingthe national economy. He 
said the Kingdom's policy was in 
harmony with the call for the sup- 
port of the national product and 
the limitation of imports. 

Commenting on the Kingdom’s 
third five-year development plan 
(1986-1990). Mr. Rifai said the 


session on Monday (Photo by Yousef 
plan is nearly finalised after sev- 
eral months of continuous work. 
He said it will be soon made pub- 
lic. 

Touching on the growing une- 
mployment problem, Mr. Rifai 
said “the government is giving this 
subject special consideration.” 
He said the Ministry of Labour has 
instructions not to accept app- 
lications from non-Jordanians 
unless for jobs that cannot be fil- 
led by local manpower. 

He said the government will int- 
roduce programmes for the tra- 
ining and rehabilitation of job 
applicants who are to be absorbed' 
into sectors where they are nee- 
ded. 

He told the House that the Min- 
istry of Higher Education was est- 
ablished with the aim of div- 
ersification and specialisation in 
accordance with the needs of the 
domestic and external markets. 
He said the newly-created sec- 
ondary phase admission exa- 
mination falls within this context. 

The prune minister said that 
one of the aims of the next five- 
year development plan is to pro- 
vide more than 200,000 job opp- 
ortunities through investment 
projects in public and private sec- 
tors. 

Explaining the recent int- 
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reduction of measures regarding 
agriculture, Mr. Rifai said the 
government is in the process of 
reviewing the agricultural mar- 
keting strategy in general. 

Mr. Rifai said that the gov- 
ernment has decided to adopt ref- 
orm measures on several issues 
including the Kingdom’s general 
expenditure and foreign loans. 

Mr. Rifai criticised Deputy 
Laith Shbettat for his “haphazard 
accusations" of the government in 
a paper the deputy presented to 
the House. 

Mr. Shbeilat accused the gov- 
ernment of “not respecting” dec- 
isions taken by the House and 
“negligence.” 

Mr. Rifai categorically denied 
Mr. Shbeflat’s accusations and 
expressed his “deep sorrow” for 
the deputy's “harsh words.” The 
prime minister said: “I wish that 
the deputy would have taken the 
time to ascertain his facts before 
rushing to voice direct acc- 
usations.” 

Mr. Shbeilat had demanded to 
know bow financial aid received 
from Arab states was used to fin- 
ance the Armed Forces. 

Mr. Rifai said that details on 
financing the Armed Forces can- 
not be revealed for national sec- 
urity reasons. 


Syria scoffs at ‘Israeli threats’; 
Rabin plays down deployment 


(Continued from page 1) 


drums of war in the region believe 
they can frighten Syria and pre- 
vent it from protecting Lebanon 
and the Palestine revolution. 

“They must understand well 
that Syria is continuing its efforts 
aimed at helping Lebanon and the 
Palestinian people.” 

Though tensions have increased 
following the disclosure of the 
missile redeployment. Israeli lea- 
ders said on Monday they did not 
want to trigger a conflict. 

“There is no political reason 
now to justify an Israeli initiative 
to go to war,” Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said in a speech, 
without referring directly to the 
missiles. 

Former Foreign Minister Abba 
Eban, chairman of parliament’s 
foreign affairs and security com- 
mittee, told reporters there was no 
justification ror a “retaliatory” 
Israeli strike at the missiles. 

Western and Israeli military 
experts said, however, that risk of 
conflict had clearly increased. The 
new deployment “creates a sit- 
uation that could lead to serious 
deterioration,” wrote Haeretz 
columnist Zev Schiff. 

Eban said_Sunday that “there 
was definitely a certain amount of 
tension (with Syria), but I don’t 
think there’s a crisis.” 

Speaking on Israel Television, 
Eban also said Israel did not have 
a legal right to demand that Syria 
withdraw the missiles from its 
border with Lebanon. “The emp- 
hasis must be on a political sol- 
ution” to remove the missile “thr- 
eat,” said Eban. 

Eban said the Syrian challenge 
to Israels “freedom” to patrol 
Lebanese skies was dearly a res- 
ponse to an incident last month 
when Israeli planes on a rec- 
onnaissance mission over Leb- 
anon and Syrian warplanes fought 
a dogfight 

Military officials said that Israel 
waited weeks before announcing 
the latest missile deployment to 
give U.S. envoy Richard Murphy a 
chance to try to defuse the sit- 
uation during a visit to Damascus. 

When the Syrians failed to act, 
ferae! decided publidty was nec- 
essary, they said. 

In another development, the 
Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) said new “naval and sup- 


port units from the Soviet Union” 
were delivered at the Latakia 
naval base Sunday to “reinforce 
the Syrian navy.” 

Syria's chief-of-staff, Maj. Gen. 
Hikmat Sbihabi, attended the 
handover along with the Soviet 
ambassador to Damascus, A. 
Fedotov, and his top aides, SANA 
said. 

It did not disclose the type or 
number of the new vessels. 

Before the delivery, Syria's 
2 ,500- man navy had 38 vessels, 
according to the London-based 
International Institute for Str- 
ategic Studies (HSS). 

These were two frigates, 28 fast 
attack missile craft, four min- 
esweepers and three coastal patrol 
craft, all supplied by the Soviet 
Union. France supplied one large 
patrol craft. 

Syria's defence minister. Gen. 
Mustafa Hass, Sunday reiterated 
at the graduation of cadets at 
Syria's military academy that the 
Syrian government will “spare no 
effort or potential to achieve a str- 
ategic balance with Israel.” 

The IISS’s 1984-85 military 
balance listed Israel's 9,000-man 
navy as having 74 warships, inc- 
luding three West German-made 
submarines and 26 missile- 
carrying attack craft and hyd- 
rofoils. 

Damascus Radio said later on 
Sunday the Syrian anti-aircraft 
missiles were “a legal weapon 
which frightens only those who 
^commit aggression or intend to 
commit it.” 

“Every nation has the right to 
take all defensive measures within 
its border... self-defence is an 
internationally-recognised legal 
right,” h said. 

Lebanon, it said, was an ind- 
ependent, sovereign state and Isr- 
ael “has no right to send its planes, 
under any cover, to Lebanese 
skies.” 

“It is Israeli airspace that ought 
to be open for reconnaissance 
flights, for it was Israel that com- 
mitted aggression, invaded Leb- 
anon, occupied Palestine and part 
of the Syrian Golan Heights... and 


day” the radio said. 

It said the United States should 
bear responsibility for the beh- 
aviour of Israel's rulers, whom it 
said “are enjoying its militaiy, 
material and moral backing.” 
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A basketball 
game to forget 

NEW YORK (AP) - After watching 222 points 
scored in a sloppy defensive game, Milwaukee Bocks 
coach Don Nelson called it “a real long night.” 


Think of how Sacramento coach 
Phil Johnson must have felt — his 
team lost by a franchise-record 58 
points. 

"It was one of those games* 
.when nothing goes right for you," 
Johnson said after Sunday night's 
140-82 National Basketball Ass- 
ociation whipping by the Bucks. 

The Bucks didn’t gloat. 

"It’s one of those things,” said 
Milwaukee coach Don Nelson, 
who said he told Johnson after the 
game he was "sorry he (Johnson) 
had to sit through such a whipping. 

"We do have sympathy for fel- 
low coaches,” Nelson added. "A 
20-point loss is tough enough. But 
50 points? That's a real long night 
for all of us.” 

Terry Cummings scored 21 poi- 
nts to lead eight Milwaukee pla- 
yers in double figures. Milwaukee 
gained the lead for good with 7:59 
left in the first period. The margin 
of victory — 58 points — was the 
second largest in Bucks' history. 

The NBA record for the biggest 
margin of victory is 63. in a 162-99 
Los Angeles win over Golden 
State on March 19, 1972. 

Milwaukee's largest margin was 
59 points — 143-84 over Detroit 
Dec. 26, 1978. 

Milwaukee fans at times cha- 
nted "defence, defence” when 
Sacramento had the ball. 

"I expected to be part of his- 
tory, but not this way,” said King? 
forward Eddie Johnson. 

Asked if the Bucks “rubbed it 
in,” coach Johnson answered: "Of 
course... it comes around.” 

Celtics 109, Bulls 104 

Larry Bird scored 34 points, 
Kevin McHale 27 and Dennis 
Johnson 23 as Boston rallied with 
12 consecutive points down the 
stretch to beat Chicago. 

Trailing 103-94 with just under 
five minutes r emaining , foe Cel- 
tics exploded in providing coach 
K.C. Jones with his 300th NBA 
victory. 

The Bulls, 4-15 on the road the 
season and 2-9 in their last 11 
starts, shocked foe Celtics by cha- 
rging to a 31-26 first-period lead 


and then widening the margin to 
as much as 12 points, 42-30, in the 
second quarter before settling for 
a 61-52 halftime advantage. 

Johnson, playing with a heavily 
taped left thumb and wrist to pro- 
tect a hand injured last Wed- 
nesday, then ignited the Celtics, 
hitting for 17 points in a torrid 
third quarter. 

“It was a night the Celtics could 
have been beaten,'* said Chicago 
coach Stan AJbeck. "We got foe 
ball to the right people, but the 
shots just didn't go in.” 

In other NBA games, it was 
Boston 109. Chicago 104; Golden 
State 112, Chicago 105, and Los 
Angeles Lakers 132, Detroit 119. 

Warriors 112, Soaks 105 

Joe Barry Carroll scored four 
points for Golden State in the final 
15 seconds and the Warriors 
ended a five-game losing streak by 
beatiqg Seattle. 

. Carroll, who outbattled Sea- 
ttle's Tom Chambers for a reb- 
ound with 15 seconds remaining, 
was fouled on the play and made 
two free throws to make foe score 
108-105. With four seconds left, 
Carroll stole a pass and drove for a 
layup. 

The Warriors had lost 12 of 
their last 14 games to sink to wit- 
hin half a game of last place in the 
Pacific Division. 

Carroll finish ed with 24 points, 
second to forward Purvis Short, 
who had 27, among Golden State 
scorers. Short had 20 of his points 
in the second half. 

Lakers 132, Pistons 119 

James Worthy scored 25 points 
and Earvin “Magic 1 *' Johnson 
added 1 9 to lead Los Angeles over 
Detroit. 

Kareera Abdul Jab bar scored 
18 points and Byron Scott tafoed 
17. Kurt Rambis added 10 points 
as all Laker starters scored in doa- 
ble figures without playing during 
foe fourth quarter. Rambis led 
Los Angeles with 11 rebounds. 



Beer Lov ers / 

We'v got an offer which is hard to resist. 



The Ainra Hotel invites you 
to celebrate its 3rd Anniversary by selling 
'Amstel Beer" 

at the 1982 price of .800 fils Per Pint. 
For one week 

from 15th - 22nd of December 1985. 
Available in our 

Wadi Rum Bar 

Happy Days are here again! 

ClgggL*' 
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Jordan Press Association President Mahmoud A1 Kayed and Jordan 
Soccer Federation President Sultan Majid A1 Adwan announce on 
Sunday the creation of the "Press Cup” soccer championship. 

Soccer ‘Press Cup’ planned 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) and the 
Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) 
officially announced on Sunday 
that foey had reached agreement 
on foe esfobljshment of a "Press 
Cup'* soccer tournament, an ann- 
ual event which will be staged for 
the first time next April. 

JPA President Mahmoud AJ 
Kayed and JSF President Sultan 
Majid AJ Adwan, along with 
members of the JSFs Executive 
Committee, agreed after lengthy 
discussions to inaugurate the ann- 
ual soccer championship next 


April with the participation of the 
Jordanian clubs Al Faisaly, Al 
Ramtha, Al Wehdat, and Al Jez- 
eera. All four teams had earlier 
agreed to compete in the tourney. 

An official from the press ass- 
ociation added that the Press Cup 
trophy would be designed in Italy 
ana would cany foe logo of both 
foe JPA and the JSF. Gold and 
silver medallions, designed by 
Jordanian artists, would also be 
produced for presentation to foe 
players of the champion and 
runner-up teams. 


British cyclists end Jordanian 
leg of world fund raising tour 


By Sa’ad G. Uattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two British cyclists 
arrived here recently after cov- 
ering some 9,600 kilometres thr- 
ough Europe, Turkey and Syria in 
foe course of a fund-raising trip 
for medical associations in Eng- 
land. 

Gary Davidson, 3i, and Juaane 
Pike, 23, kicked off on June 10 
from Nottingham, England on an 
overseas cycling trip, which will 
ultimately take them to Australia. 

For each 1000 kilometres the 
two adventurers cover, they call 
their friends back home who raise, 
money on a regular basis from 
volunteers. The funds are being 
raised for foe London-based Red 
Cross Society and kidney patients. 

The trip has taken Gary and - 
Juaane through France, Swi- 
tzerland, Italy, Greece, Turkey, 
Syria and Jordan, where they have 
already visited the West Bank. 

Speaking about their enc- 
ounters during the trip.both eye-' 
lists agreed that foe Jor danian leg- 
of their tour was the most int- 
eresting and enjoyable. The peo- 
ple of the Kingdom were friendly 
and since‘‘cH|r arrival three weeks 
ago we only slept two nights in a 
hotel and foe rest we were being 


hosted by Jordanian families ” ! 
they tokl the Jordan Times on 
Monday. 

The two cyclists said their worst , 
experience was in Italy while tak- I 
mg a nap nearby a lake. A group of 
drunks filled plastic bags with 
.water and tossed them at the bik- 
ers, wetting their clothes. | 

Tn Thessaloniki , Greece, a blind 
man’s cane stuck into the wheels 
of Juanne's cycle while riding, but 
fortunately nothing grave res- 
ulted. 

After flying from Amman to 
Pakistan they will cyde to India 
and Sri Lanka before continuing , 
on to Thailand, Malaysia, Ind- 
onesia and Australia. Gary and | 
Juanne plan to visit the Friends of i 
tiie Kidney Patients Society dur- i 
mg their stay in Jordan to get first 
hand information about foe soc- 
iety and its efforts on behalf of 
kidney patients. _ 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 666320 
666265 


BOOKS FROM LONDON 

Any current book available in London. Airmail des- 
patch to anywhere in the world. 

Individual or business orders wet cone. 

Write to: Seventh Circle Services 
BCM Pr.Si u.. 

London WC1N 3XX 
England 


ARAB EXPRESS SERVICES 
EIN NAME DEN SIE SICH MERKEN. 
SOLLTEN! 

■Wir arrangieren zuverlassig ihren transportzum und 
vom flughafen auch zu ungewoehnlichen zeiten, 
Fur ihre luftfracht eriedigen wir alle alpfertigung — 
und zollformaltaten, sowie abholung und anl- 
ieferung. 

■ Wir bieten neben der flugbuchung prpisgunstigr 
flugtickets fur all fluglinien. 

Arab Express Services Tel. 813922 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 



In aid of the Crown Prince’s Award Scheme, a Chr- 
istmas Bazaar will be held at the International Bac- 
calaureate School on Friday 20 December, from 11 
a.m. onwards. 

Games for adults and children, handicrafts, cake sale, 
toys, Father Christmas, lunch and refreshments and 
many other attractions. 

Entrance fee 250 fils. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Brazil favoured to win World Cup 


LONDON (R) 

ouritesto win the 1986 World Cup following Sunday night’s draw 
in Mexico Gty. The winners in 1958, 1962 and 1970, placed in 
Group D with Spain, Algeria and Northern Ireland, were quoted 
at 5-2. Argentina, in Group A with defending champions Italy, 
Bulgaria and South Korea, were second favourites at 11-4. The 
Bookmakers see Uruguay (7-1) and West Germany (16-1) qua- 
lifying from Group E, considered the most competitive group in 
tiie finals. The other teams in Group E, Denmark and Scotland, 
were quoted at 20-1 and 66-1 respectively. Iraq, South Korea, 
Morocco, Canada and Algeria, quoted at 500-1, were given little 
chance of winning the trophy. 

Leconte’s paycheck a little light 

SYDNEY (R) — French tennis star Henri Leconte rushed from 
winning the New South Wales Open tournament to catch a plane 
home only to find be had been presented with the runner-up's 
cheque. Leconte, $10,000 short, turned round halfway to the 
airport Sunday and was back at Sydney's White Gty Stadium 20 
minutes after leaving. "I have the wrong pay cheque,” he told 
losing finalist New Zealander Kerry Evernden, After swapping 
envelopes, Leconte telephoned his wife Brigitte in Paris to say he 
would be home a day late. Leconte, ranked 20th in the world, won 
his first championship victory in Australia and $20,000 by beating 
Evernden 6-7, 6-2, 6-3. 

Cauthen completes alcoholism treatment 

CINCINNATI (R) — Jockey Steve Cauthen has been released 
from Christ Hospital here after undergoing treatment for a/oohol 
dependency, his uncle said Sunday. Tom Bischoff told Reuters 
that Cauthen left the hospital Saturday with his parents, Tex-and 
Myra Cauthen, and went to the family home in nearby Walton, 
Kentucky. “I'm sure Steve is going to be just fine,” said Bischoff, a 
trainer who saddled his nephew’s first mount more than nine years 
ago. “I don't think the problem was a serious one.” Cauthen' s 
father and Bischoff confirmed last Thursday that Cauthen, Eng- 
land's champion jockey foe last two years, had voluntarily entered 
the hospital three weeks ago to undergo treatment for a drinking 
problem. 

PSV Eindhoven secure in first place 

AMSTERDAM (R) — PSV Eindhoven approach the Dutch first 
division’s mid-winter break with a commanding lead after not- 
ching up foeir 16th win fo 18 matches at the weekend. PSV top foe 
table with 33 points after a 2-0 win at Haarlem which extended 
their advantage over Ajax and Feyenoord to seven points. Michel 
Valke pi ked up a pass from Frans De Rooy to put foe Eindhoven 
team ahead in the 28th min ute. Haarlem were never in foe game 
and PS Vs Danish international Frank Amesen scored the second 
from a Ton Lokhoff cross after 67 minutes. 


— London bookmakers have made Brazil fev- 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Philippine Embassy announces the passing 
away of Geri. Carlos. P. Romulo, former Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on J.5 Dec.. .1985. A,£<jgk. «pf con-J 
dolences will be open from 10 a.m. to 12:00 noon ano 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. from 17 to 19 Dec. 1985, at the Emb- 
assy Chancery, Jabei Amman. 



X/MA5 WINE 
FESTIVAL 


We invite you to our wine festival on tuesdaySC Wednesday 
17th sc 18th from %oopm tin ll.oopm. 


Gheek souviakia sandwishes « KEBAB ». 


Jrienty plenty of drffrenr wines offered by keo agent. 

Mr. Mohfc Heial and Sots lid. 

Eor only 4 ).D. per person. 

Looking For X/mos Gift? 

X/mas Log? 
X/mas Turkey? 

TVtey are available for safe here at 

C CORFU GREEK WERNA 

(x) Jabaf Amman. 2nd Cirde . Opp. French Loaf. 

X- Tel 641585 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
JABEL LUWEIBDEH 

Two bedrooms, large lounge, large kitchen, 2 balconies, bathroom 
and shower room. Independent central heating and telephone. 

Located in quiet road with good views of Wadi Saqra and Jabei 
Amman. 

Telephone 632915 


After the draw: time ■ 
to make the best of it 


By Andrew Warsbaw 

AP Spurts H nAT 

LONDON — Italian newspapers 
and commentators reached fav- 
ourably Monday to the draw for 
next summer’s World Cup soccer 
finals in Mexico, predicting the 
defending champion should have 
no problem reaching foe second 
phase. 

The sporting press in France, 
the reigning European cha.npwn, 
also was confident about its cou- 
ntry’s chances. But a survey by the' 
Associated Press showed that 
newspapers in other hopeful Eur- 
opean nations were not all ■*# 
happy with their fate. 

The draw, which took place ir 
Mexico City on Sunday, pitted 
Italy against 1978 winner Arg- 
entina, Bulgaria and South Korct 
in Group A. 

“For Italy, a favourable draw.’ 
headlined I) Giornale, while for- 
mer Italian coach Ferrucio Val- 
careggi stressed the importance ot 
the opening game of the tou- 
rnament on May 31 when the 
title-holder faces Bulgaria. 

The Bulgarians, who performed 
impressively throughout the qua- 
lifying stages, have won only one 
of eight previous meetings against 
Italy. 

"If we can get through the ope- 
ning game, everything will be 
fine ” said Valcareggi, who guided 
Italy to the final of the World Cup 
the last time it was played in Mex- 
ico. in 1970. 

"Italy always starts World Cop 
fina ls poorly and then improves. 
That match w9l be crucial.” he 
said. 

No European nation has ever 
won the World Cup when the fin- 
als have been staged in South 
America, but two-time champion 
West Germany was considered a 
fair bet to break that trend until 
foe draw sent it into the toughest 
of the six groupings. 

“Oh dear, it could not have 
been any harder,” said Germany’ s 
mass circulation Bild newspaper 
after the 1954 and 1974 winner 
was grouped with Uruguay, Den- 
mark and Scotland. 

BDd said Uruguay was "tec- 
hnically very skilful, very unc- 
omfortable. This year, foey were 
without doubt the best team from 
the South American continent.' 
better than Brazil,'* Bild said. 

West German coach Franz 
Beckenbauer, whose team had tc 
battle through one- of Europe's 
strongest qualifying groups, wa? 
cautious and realistic about in 
chances of reaching the seconc 
phase of the finals. 

"AJ four teams are very strong 
We can be first but we can also 
finish fourth ” he said. The top 
two teams in each group aut- 
omatically qualify for the last 1 6 ol 
the 24-team tourney, together 
with the four best third-placed 
teams. 

Beckenbauer said he had par- 
ticularly wanted to avoid the 
Danes, whose style has' been com-, 
pared with the "total football” of. 
foe Dutch team in the 1970's. 

But Denmark, still a relatively 
inexperienced squad, is making its 
first appearance in foe finals and 
Eintracht Frankfurt defender 
Thomas Berthold. who is exp- 
ected to be a key figure in the 
German defence in Mexico, said 


Uruguay could pose ittere pro- 
Me.-ns for his iea»n, 

"The had thing e. that wc pUy 
Uruguay first, while we an still 
trying to get used ta Mexico * cli- 
matic conditions.” he said. <*«. 
,nany play* all its matches in Que- 
retaro. - 

The influential Frankfurter All- 
cejneine stressed that at least 
(iennany would avoid the lesxer-. 
known tea i ns and therefore uoutd 
guard against over -confidence. 

Four yciiras ago in Spain, the 

Germans were on the end of a stu- 
nning upset by Algeria in fof firt* 
phase of the finals. . . 

"Now one m least knows where 
one stands." said the paper. "It 
seems that The. danger of over- 
confidence against an outsider, as 
has often happened in the past, 
has been eliminated.” 

L'Equipe. the well-respected 
French sports paper, said France, 
the reigning European champion, 
baJ a better draw than in its last 
two World Cup campaigns. 

The French avoided the pow- 
erful South American tea. ns by 
being grouped with Hungary, foe 
Soviet Union and newcomer Can- 
ada in iLeon. 

L'Equipe said host nation Mex- 
ico bad gained the easiest draw 
with matches against Belgium, 
Paraguay and Iraq. But Belgian 
newspapers were confident their 
team would join foe Mexicans in 
the second phase. 

"An unbelievably favourable 
draw.'* said foe Het Nieuwsblad 
newspaper while in a Mexico- 
date lined story, foe paper quoted 
national team coach Guy Thijs as 
saying: 

"We start against Mexico bef- 
ore a 1 00,000 crowd. We will be 
very motivated. Under those con- 
ditions we can move mountains. 
After that, we play in Toluca (aga- 
inst Iraq and Paraguay) ...where 
the altitude will be our biggest 
opponent.” 

Alt the European teams agreed 
that foe group comprising Wes! 
Germany. Uruguay. Denmark 
and Scotland was by far foe har- 
dest of the six. But Scotland man- 
ager Alex Ferguson tried to put 
foe fare of his side into per- 
spective. 

"Of all the seeded teams. I'm 
happiest to be playing the Ger- 
mans. We know a lot about them 
. and we’ll also have a chance to sec 
them before the finals,'* he said. 

: “Thar Denmark are so highly 
rated could work jn-our favour. 
WesiL Germany. ; .and Uruguay 
might concentrate on them more 
than on us." 

Spanish newspapers were con- 
fident their team would acc- 
ompany three-time champion 
Brazil into the second phase at the 
expense of Group D rivals Nor-, 
them Ireland and Algeria. 

But Irish midfielder Sammy 
Mcllroy. quoted in London's mass 
circulation Sun newspaper, dis- 
agreed. 

"I believe we have got a psy- 
chological advantage over Spain.*' 
Mcllroy said, referring to the 1982 
World Cup finals when the Irish, 
one of the surprise tea .ns of that 
tournament, upset the host nation 
1-0. 

It was one of Spain's bitterest 
defeats in its history and Mcllroy 
said: "They will be more scared of 
us (in Mexico) than we of them.” 


TAHA HEYARI 

Announces his new tel. no. 813922. 

Air travel - Air freight. Clearance- Packing 
between 7 - 8th Circles. 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon -.3:30 pjn. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jab a/ Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girts School 

Tfeke away fs anfafefe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 

! Del 638968 




(Colour) 


Performances - 3:30, BM. BOO;. 10:30 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

tel: 625155 

SAVE WHAT WE 
CAN 

(Arabic) 

(Colour) 

Performance*: 3-30. BOO. 0:30- 


Cinema 

a-HCISSEin 

Tel: 622112 

SAVE WHAT WE 
CAN 

(Arabic) 

(Colour) 

rlormancas: 1200. 300 . 530 , B: 


★CW-TfcMfre* 

Philadelphia 

■’ Tel: 634144,- 634149 

TRIP WITH THE 
TEACHER 


(Colour) 

Performances 3.30, BM. 80 0. 10:15 


Cinema 


Cinema 


I OPERA 

Telr675573 

ADAM and EVE 


(Colour) 

irforrnanems: i£ 0 Q. 3 ao. 5.-30. &aoj 


(Colour) 

Performances - MO. BOO, 
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Survey weighs Arab banks’ reporting standards 


The following survey’by $v£dle. East Money/Price Waterhouse emp- 
hasises die need to submit thorough in-depth financial statements by 


■' 'banks in the Middle East so that readers do not form wrong imp- 


ressions about a bank in addition to satisfying die needs of sha- 
■ reholders and customers. 

On top surface this review may An annual report is an imp- 
■seem to paint a somewhat bleak' ortaut document. It is a bank’s 
picture 'of financial reporting -formal communication of its res- 
axaong Middle East banks, and to .ults and financial position to sha- 
a certain extent this is true. Too reholders. It gives it an opp-j 
many institutions failed to pro- oxtunity to present itself to its cus-t 
duce even a basic set of accounts - tomers, its employees, and the 
and-could hardly be said to have* world at large. And it allows it to 
satisfied the needs of shareholders 1 communicate information about! 
and customers. There is no dis- it* strategy, its services and Hs*- 
guising the disappointment this people, 
brought. Yet there is also a bn- MIDDLE EAST MONEYS 
ghter side. The best of the reports competition set about identifying 


— both of Middle East-owned and 
Middle East-based banks -7 com- 
pared favourably with those pro- 
duced anywhere in the world and 
.gives much encouragement for the 
future. 

This competition was open to all 
banking institutions owned by 
Middle East interests and as such 
also indoded those in countries 
like the U.S., U.K., France and. 
Spain. Many of these operate in 
significantly different business 
and reporting environments,: 
under the control of various reg- 
ulatory authorities. Bat in an ind- 
ustry as international as banking 
we believe that financial sta- 
tements should be broadly com- 
parable, irrespective of the cou- 
ntry of business. 

The response to the com- 
petition was encouraging: Just 
under 70 institutions submitted 
their annual reports. As the com- 
petition gains wider recognition in 
the future, the number of par- 
ticipants is hoped to increase. 


which banks were best at all these. 
.Good communication does 1 not 
necessarily go hand-in-hand with 
good results. Some may think it Is 
easier to be more open when a 
bank’s results are good but we do 
not believe this is necessarily true. 
In difficult years it is even more 
important to ensure that readers 
do not form the wrong impression 
about a bank. MEDDLE. EAST 
MONEYs competition is about 
the quality of banks’ financial rep- 
orting, not about their pro- 
fitability or finanriwl position. 

Our marlring scheme was made 
up of three elements. First we loo- 
ked at the accounts for bask com- 
pleteness, assessing such things as 
the inclusion of accounting pol- 
icies, a balance sheet and profit- 
and-Ioss account, a statement of 
source and application of funds, 
and notes to the financial sta- 
tements. Even on these very basic 
points several of the reports failed. 
.Second, we considered the con- 
tent quality of the financial 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. DEC. 17, 19*5 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Think out the most im- 


aginative and idealistic course of action that appeals to 
you and then decide how to make it work. Think in terms 
of your biggest potentials. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact an advisor and 
quietly plan some time to extend your activities wise- 
ly. Han a trip that can bring good results. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You can gain the 
assistance of goqd friends where personal wishes are con- 
cerned. Don't be dramatic with your mate in the evening. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Pursue public and 
worldly activities and gain than. Don’t follow a demand- 
ing partner. Take It easy later. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Be in the 
eonfpany of artistic add precise people who can - make, 
the future brighter. ■' 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be sure you keep promises 
you have made during the daytime, but avoid a 
dangerous gamble later. """ 

'VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get out and buy presents 
for your partners early and then sit down to discussions 
with them about new projects. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Get your surroundings 
more charming and functional and be happier at borne. 
Avoid tensions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get into the recreations 
that mean the most to you during spare time, but don 't 
overspend. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Try to get the 
situation improved at home. A family tie is acting rather 
strangely, but keep under control. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get busy handling 
co mmunica tions cleverly. during the daytime. Don't let 
a private worry bother you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You can add to pre- 
sent assets and later avoid pals who like to criticize. Let 
■business come first on the agenda. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get your personal ideas 
working in the morning, but avoid an argument with a 
bigwig later. Relax in the company of good friends. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ...he or she will 
have excellent ideas on how to make the greatest suc- 
cess of life and can whittle them down to a practical leveL 
Give the finest moral and ethical training early so that 
your progeny will not go on the primrose path. Teach 
to be more objective 'as it will avoid a lot of confusion. 


THE Daily Crossword by N.E. Campbell 


ACROSS 
1 Marcus 
Porchia — 

S Hesitate 
10 — facto 

14 PiycMc 
disturbance 

15 Maks joyful 
IB Pfawchla twin 
17 QppifURi 

19 Uraa 

20 Eng. river 

21 Kkim 

22 Blanket 


24 Sty trick* 

29 Proboscis 
27 Cetyxleevee 

30 Certified 
by oath 

34 CoRegaVIP 

35 WtiarePeny 


38 GaaUo 

37 Hockayatar 
Bobby 

38 Ocean shores 

41 One — tine 

42 Beley or 

Bamay 

44 Houston school 

46 Sana load 

47 Early Hying 
machine 

48 Fonda. 

■50 Mod of rug 

Si Cheep trine bi 

Australia 
$3 Influenced 
SQ Lick up 
5 ? — Palmas 
88 Swerve 
■ 91 Formal 


as FMgjao Haaenad 


Yesterday's Pazzie Sato* 


04 Coast bird - 
«5 Moslem ruler 

ffftxBaaeott 
«7 3pefla V - 
08 — Dame . . 
Showeriness 


9 Get away from 

7 Tumbler"! 
mffieu 

8 Stwsboneans 
S TookoHama 

10 Deatflodt 

11 Commit 

{scrims) 

12 WRdfrturn 

13 Betting term 
18 Poet and 

Dfckfcuon 

23 Deer 

24 Carefle stuff 

25 Craades 
figure 

27 Baseball or 
football 


stoma noaura hpi/sh 
□□qq 0001110 naan 
aaciaamaaniiraBan 
nan ana aoaaa 
nan nianaa 
anDaciciaaaaaaaaoi 
□eeih fisnaa aan 
000 nan ana ana 
□0a aaaaa aana 
naciaaaaaaaanaaa 
□0000 000 
001100 00a aaa 

□anaoanafiaannc'ia 
anrara naaaa naaa 

0000 00000 0H00 


DOWN 
T Jutt in g land 
-2 Stock market 

3 Raced 

4 E ndor at s 
9, 


29 Stubborn 

31 Prong 

32 Colo, park 
S3 Hahn 
as — gotpagh 
39 Aaletlc 


40 


43 Orbs 
46 Adjective 
suffb 

49 Shdplbig 
49 Eku— ,Wta. 
G2 Gantry or 
Fudd 


54 Large flalt 

55 Veme’a 

07 Queue 
58 Ftet-eJass 
SB S pe ak shar p ly 
92 Soak to soften 


53 Stetestrangfy S3 Crosscat . 
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disclosure. And third, we awarded 
marks for the overall impact of the 
document as a vehicle of com- 
munication. 

As there is no single consistent 
reporting standard for banks int- 
ernationally, several accounting 
treatments have become acc- 
epted. We followed the guidelines 
issued by International Acc- 
ounting Standards Committee and 

tile disclosure of the detailed acc- 
ounting policies applied. 

Those banks in the more reg- 
ulated environments of the U-S. 
and UJS.gave veiy full accounting 
policy disclosure. But this feature' 
was by no means restricted to 
those countries: B ahraini and 
UAE institutions also generally 
showed high standards in rep- 
orting their accounting policies. 
The winner of this section was 
Kuwait Asia Bank, closely fol- 
lowed by United Gulf Bank. First 
American Bankshaiys and Nat- 
ional Bank of Georgia tied for 
third place. 

The subject of "hidden res-- 
erves” continues to cause con- 
troversy in certain countries' ban- 
king crides. What all the arg- 
ument really comes down to its 
whether a bank's management 
should have the opportunity to 
smooth a profit or loss trend overa 
period of years by making und- 
isclosed transfers to hidden res- 
erves to absorb bad debts or los- 
ses. 

Some bankers still resolutely 
defend tins practice because of the 
Uncertainties and practice bec- 
ause of the uncertainties and risks 
involved in the profession and the 
im p ort a nce of maintatmng con- 
fidence in the banking system by 
reporting a steady trend of results. 
In our marking we heavily pen- 
alised b anks which used hidden 
reserves as we believe the practice 
is rounter-productive and actually 
undermines the confidence of inv- 
estors. So far as we were able to 
detect, only three of the banks 
under review used this practice — 
a hopeful sign, maybe, that it has 
outlived its acceptability. 

During 1984 the Middle East 
moved into progressively deeper 
recession. Along with a rem- 
arkable reduction in economic act- 
ivity, there were the continuing 
effects of Kuwait’s Souq A1 Man- 
akh problem, the drain on the 
Gulf states' treasuries due to their 
support of Iraq in the Gulf war, 
and past encouragement of what is 
now seen to; be fairly speculative 
fending:' 

All -tins has -left many ‘Middle 
East-based banks somewhat exp- 
osed. Market sentiment is that 
many have loan portfolios of que- 
stionable quality and have to face 
the prospect of diminishing pro- 
fitability of syndicated lending and 
trade finance, their principal pro- 
ducts. 

How have banks reported the 
effects of these cold winds? Gen- 
erally, it has to be said, not very 
well. Several provided analyses of 
local economic conditions but 
these very rarely showed how 
market developments affected the 
bank and its level of trading. The 
report of Gulf International Bank 
was one of the more informative in 
this area. This showed the decline 
in syndicated lending it was faced 
with, as well as its decision to 
move more into lead-- 
management positions (resulting 


in greater fee income) and con- 
centrate leading to overseas bor- 
rowers and customers with whom' 
it has a good relationship. 

Disclosure of the' effects of the 
recessi o n on borrowers — and 
thus on the quality of institutions' 
loan portfolios — was also, on the 
whole, poor. However, both Bah- 
rain Middle East Bank and Kuw- 
ait Asia Bank provided concise, 
visual presentations of their loan 
portfolios broken down by both 
indusby sector and geographical 
location. Other banks which pro- 
vided useful information were 
National Bank of Bahrain (which 
gave a geographical analysis) and 
United Gulf Bank, National Bank 
of Georgia and Hist American 
Bankshares (which included det- 
ails of loans by industry sector). 

Undue concentration of risk on 
particular industries or geographic 
sectors is an important concern. 
We believe shareholders and dep- 
osited should generally be told 
more than many banks are pre- 
pared to disclose. A further, con- 
cern can be related party lending, 
either because too much of a 
bank’s resources is concentrated 
in a limited number of obligors or 
because the lending is not carried 
out on an arm's-length basis. We 
believe the best practice is for a 
bank's financial statements to ind- 
icate the policy towards related 
party lending and also given an 
indication of the volumes of the 
'transactions. Some — but by no 
means all, of the banks we looked 
flt followed this practice. 

Both First American Ban- 
kshares and National Bank of 
Georgia included extensive detail, 
on non-performing loans with 
overdue interest, loans which had 
been restructured, and those on 
non-acctfral status. Hist Ame- 
rican also subdivided these cat- 
egories by industry sector. 

Many banks made no reference 
at all to non-performing loans. 
This may have been because they 
did not have any; but we suspect 
this was not the case. Relatively 
few banks explained their acc- 
ounting policy for recognising int- 
erest on loans on which interest 
payments were not current. But 
some had very strict rales for put- 
iting loans on non-accrual status, 
such as interest unpaid for bet- 
ween 60 and 90 days. Once on 
non-accrual status, interest pay- 
ments are recognised in income as 
and when they are received. This 
is an acceptable and prudent pol- 
icy but if can "distort the results by 
•shifting interest' income from year 
to year. When this affects the cur- 
rent year's results, we believe the 
fact should be disclosed. 

Details of non-performing ass- 
ets would be a major imp- 
rovement in the financial rep- 
orting of banks in the Middle East. 
Islamic law makes enforcement of 
security for debts particularly dif- 
ficult and any element of interest 
due, or already paid, is almost cer- 
tain to be deducted by the courts 
in some countries. 

An even more basic omission in 
many accounts was any details of- 
the bad and doubtful debt pro- 
vision made against the loan por- 
tfolio. Only a handful of banks 
gave more than the minimum dis- 
closure of the size of the provision 
and many failed even to do that. . 
This is surely undesirable. 

UJS. banks registered with Sec- 


urities and Exchange CjnmmicBfo n 
must give a full analysis of mov- 
ements on their loan loss pro- 
vision, induding a summarised 
analysis of charge-offs by com- 
mercial sector. None of the Mid- 
dle East-based banks were any- 
where nearly as forthcoming 
about their loan loss provision. 

One of the principal mec- 
hanisms by which a banking ins- 
titution makes profits is by mat- 
urity transformation — borrowing 

short and lending long. During 

periods of economic stability this 
maturity exposure will, in general, 
be small. But during recession a 
bank may be faced with a liquidity 
crisis in which it may not have, 
enough assets that can be readily 
liquidated to meet its obligations 
or may not be able to roll over its 
funding requirements at acc- 
eptable rates of interest. 

- To enable users to assess the 
.extent of its liquidity risk, an ins- 
titution generally organises its sta- 
tement of condition in order of 
decreasing liquidity. 

National Bank of Bahrain sup- 
plemented this with an excellent 
table analysing the maturity of its 
portfolio of loans and time dep- 
osits with banks and provided a 
useful analysis within its statement 
of condition of the sources of its 
funding. 

Other banks that had useful' 
ideas on the disclosure erf liquidity 
risk were Saudi International 
Bank and The United Bank of 
Kuwait. Both took the trouble to 
explain how the classification of 
cash and money available at short 
notice had been arrived at, and 
several other banks gave details of 
the market value of their securities 
portfolio and an indication of the 
portfolio’s maturity. UBAF-Arab 
American Bank gave a well set- 
out example of this. 

The other main profit opp- 
ortunities for banks relate to the 
' management of foreign-exchange 
exposures, interest-rate exposures 
and the provision of fee-earning 
services. Few banks reported the 
relative mix of these sources of 
income in relation to the bank’s 
overall profitability. 

First American Bankshares and 
National Bank of Georgia gave 
highly detailed profit-and-Ioss 
account analyses. They also pro- 
duced useful summaries of the 
reasons for variations of interest 
income year on year, analysed 
between movements of interest 
rates and changes in the volumes 
of interest-bearing assets and liar.?' 
bil tries 1 , these provided in-depth 
understanding of the banks’ bus- 
iness and of how changes In int- 
erest rates will affect their pro- 
fitability. Such an assessment is 
more and more important with the 
growingyolatflity of interest rates. 

In reporting exposure to the 
relative values of foreign cur- 
rencies, Arab Petroleum Inv- 
estments Corporation (Apkorp) 
stood out dearly from the rest of 
the field. The breakdown it pro- 
vided of all the major balance- 
sheet components was easily the 
most impressive of all the banks 
reviewed. 

Few disagree that a bank should 
■recognise income on performing 
loans by accruing for the income 
receivable during its financial 
year. But there is much more dis- 
agree meat about how banks sho- 
uld recognise the fee income 


which is becoming modi more 
important to them in today’s mar- 
ket. Some argue that all fees sho- 
uld be recognised in income in full 
when they fell due; others believe 
the fees should be recognised in 
income over the duration of the 
period for which the service is 
provided. 

If the service is non-fmandal, 
such as the processing of letters of 
credit, we believe fees should be 
recognised over the duration of 
the period for which the service is 
provided. Financial services are 
more complicated. 

In theory, a fee for a financial 
service like the granting of a loan 
or the issue of a guarantee can be 
divided into two elements — a fee 
to cover the transaction costs of 
the service and a yield-related fee 
for the service itself. The str- 
ucturing of fees is an important 
element in a bank’s marketing; in 
practice the division of fees into 
those two elements may be very 
subjective. 

Thus, a bank may offer an adv- 
ance at a relatively low rate of int- 
erest above its own funding cost, 
but ask for a substantial com- 
mitment fee. In such cases we bel- 
ieve the commitment fee should 
be apportioned between its yield- 
related and non-yield-related 
elements', only the latter should be 
recognised when the fee falls due. 
The yield-related element should 
be apportioned over the life of the 
commitment. 


This is merely our own opinion 
of what constitutes best practice. 
At present there is little in the way 
of authoritative guidance in this 
area; Even in the U.S. no def- 
initive financial standard exists. 
Relatively few banks in our survey 
explained their parameters for 
what comprises fee income. This 
topic wil] remain controversial for 
several years to come. 


Many of the reports we looked 
at underestimated the advantages 
.of communicating information 
about strategies, results and assets 
(both human and financi al). Sev- 
eral reports did not contain any 
statement of the bank’s obj- 
ectives. We believe thin would 
have given readers useful gui- 
dance on what they were trying to 
achieve and what yardstick their 
performance should be measured 
against. 


If a bank has been set up to 
‘ promote- iGflg-lerm . project, dev- 
' elopment, its results and financial 
position are likely to be very dif- 
ferent from those of one which is 
committed to short-term trade- 
related finance. Few b anks pro- 
vided much commentary about 
their results in relation to the eco- 
nomies in which they operate. Too 

many included chunks of macro- 
economic data without com- 
menting in any way on how their 
own performance was affected. 

Most, but by no means all, of the 
banks gave details of their services 
to customers, both borrowers and 
depositors. An annual report can 
give a bank a good showcase in 
which to describe its wares and ill- 
ustrate them with appropriate pic- 
tures. Not many exploited this 
opportunity and even those that 
did tended to say little about ser- 
vice deliveiy. 


Peanuts 


WHAT HAPPENS?? PIP 
I M155 ANYTH1N6? 



HE MADE A TOUCHDOWN, 
ANP THE GREAT CROWD 
SAVE HIM A BIG HAND... ®» 

r 


I0R/VME1HE BIG CR0WP 
GAVE HIM A GREAT 
HAND... I PONT KNOW.. 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 




Nearly all banks 
back Baker plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — Nearly all banks with loans 
to major debtor nations support a new U.S. attempt 
to solve the world debt crisis, the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) said Sunday. 


Canadian banks were the latest 
group to pledge support and bro- 
ught to nearly 90 per cent the 
number of banks supporting a 
plan offered in October by U.S. 
Treasury Secretary James Baker, 
an IMF spokesman said. 

The plan would involve fifteen 
countries, including Brazil, Mex- 
ico, and Venezuela, and provide 
juew leading by banks totalling 
more than S20 billion over three 
years. 

IMF Managing Director Jac- 
ques De Larosiere, and Mr. A. W. 
Clausen, president of the World 


Debt among non-oil producing 
nations soared to $865 billion tins 
year from $130 billion at the start 
of the oil price crisis in 1973, j ' 
ring a heavy burden on 
Third World economies. 


MeanwhiUe, Latin America’s 
11 most indebted nations were 
expected to meet in Mbntevido 
Monday to discuss the Baker plan 
amid growing scepticism 01 its 
chance of success despite pro- 
posals for new loans of upto $47 
h iUin n, 


Fbreign and ecoaomy ministers 


Bank, welcomed the expressions of the Cartagena Group hold their 
of support in a joint statement and fourth meeting since the region’s. 


said they would cooperate with 
.the banks to put the strategy into 
practice quickly. 

Some banks, however, hedged 
their declarations of support, say- 
ing they expected full cooperation 
from the governments involved 
and international lending ins- 
titutions. 

While the debtor nattons view 
the Baker plan as a welcome cha- 
nge by the developed countries, 
none has yet agreed to become 
involved, the IMF spokesman 
said. 


debtors linked up to seek better 
debt payment terms. 


The ministers are expected to 
discuss a general weakening of 
Latin American trade during 1985 
and continuing hi gh real interest 
rates, both of which threaten the 
region’s ability to service its $360 
bOlioa debt. 


“The plan is a positive step but 
not enough on its own,” Uru- 
guayan Foreign Minister Enrique 
Iglesias told reporters. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying aod selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.4365/75 

U.S. dollars 

13923/28 

Canadian dollars 

2.5215/25 

West German marks 

2.8405/15 

Dutch guilders 

2.1095/110 

Swiss francs 

51.40/45 

Belgian francs 

7.7025/75 

French francs 

1718/1719 

Italian lire 

20230/60 

Japanese yen 

7.7025/75 

Swedish crowns 

7.6830/80 

Norwegian crowns 

9.1450/500 

Danish crowns 

318.00/31830 

U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market dosed easier after a firm start with 
trading at relatively low levels, delaers said. Renewed worries 
over a possible oil price war and a lack of follow through to 
Monday's eaxfy gains left toe FTSE 100 index at 1530 GMT 
Monday down 4.6 to 1376.8 after 1386,3 at 1000 GMT. 

Hanson Trust dosed 3p lower at 196, although ICI retained an 
early 3p advance at 734. Guinness Peat ended unchanged at 76 
after increasing its bid for Britannia Arrow to £281 million. 
Britannia rejected toe offer and dosed 3p lower at 144. 

Government bonds dosed up to V* -point off following last 
.Friday's issue of £600 millioa of “taplets,” dealers said. 

Insurance broker Minet closed 1 lp up at 232 on press spe- 
culation a rescue package might be put together by Lloyds of 
London for its loss making PCW syndicates, dealers said. 


Banks were mostly off their early highs with Natwest up 3p to 


652 after 657 and Lloyds up toe same amount at 462 after 
Among life insurances Abbey Life ended 3p firmer at 198 after 
French Kief’s offer for toe company lapsed. Kier dosed 3p higher 
at 257. 

Gold shares dosed mostly lower. 

OO shares finished lower after a dull session with fears of a slide 
in crude oil prices pushing shares lower, dealers said. BJP. ended 
5p lower at 536. North Americans were mostly firmer. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 
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'Be glad you're unemployed. Being on hold 
for eight hours is exhausting work!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ATLAN 


mmmm 

■SI 


DOUOT 


ljz 

□ 



ENGOI 

ip 

ZEU 

■ 



rz 


CHUTOY 


IEEE 



WHAT FORM OF 
LOCOMOTION 
1© ORA© RAC/NI©? 
V - ’ . 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon.' 


teA TTTTiTm rn 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Yesterdays I JumUes: V0CAL FnmY NESTLE MODERN 
I Answer; A small boy might wear out evarythlnfl. 
Including thls-HIS PARENTS' - 


a . 




b f»*< 




















*#edd news 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY DECEMBER 17, IMS: 


Pretoria wants urgent talks with 
Harare after blast kills 6 whites 


PRETORIA (R) — South Africa said Monday it was 
making urgent approaches to Zimbabwe after six 
whites were killed when a truck carrying two fam- 
ilies detonated a land mine near the border. 


Foreign Minister Pik Botha said 
in a brief statement: “The South 
African government is urgently 
approaching the Zimbabwean 
authorities in connection with the 
incident and with a view to finding 
ways and means of removing the 
threat of violence and tenor of 
this nature” 

South Africa says it believes the 
mine was one of several planted 
three weeks ago by what it says 
were African National Congress 
( ANQ guerrillas who slipped into 
South Africa from Zimbabwe and 
fled back the same way. 

The army said those killed by 
the blast at a game farm Sunday 


night were a brother and aster 
aged two and eight, their mother, 
the farm owners mother, his 
three-year-old son and nine- 
year-old daughter. 

Five people, including the farm 
owner, were gravely injured in the 
blast. 

The game farm is one of many 
private stock-rearing est- 
ablishments in the northern Tra- 
nsvaal. The two families both lived 
in Tzaneen, a town ISO kilometres 
south of the farm. 

Several other mines exploded in 
the area, 30 kilometres west of 
Messina, last month and a black 
farm worker was killed. 


Last month South Africa dem- 
anded that Zimbabwe stop gue- 
rrillas using its territory, saying 
that unless Harare took effective 
action Pretoria would send troops 
across the border into Zimbabwe. 

Pretoria has in the past raided 
what it called ANC bases in Moz- 
ambique, Botswana and Lesotho. 

Zimbabwe denies that it pro- 
vides facilities for the guerrillas. 

Meanwhile in Durban South 
African police clashed with anti- 
apartheid demonstrators on the 
eve of a religious holiday for the 
country’s ruling Dutch-descended 
Afrikaners. 

Amid widespread rumours of 
plans for black protest Monday, 
the day of the vow, when Afr- 
ikaners mark a 1838 victory over 
Zulu warriors, the country’s main 
internal anti-apartheid group held 
a rally in Durban Sunday which 


ended with police tear-gassing and 
whipping black demonstrators. 

The rare outbreak of protests in 
a city regarded by whites in 
racially-divided South Africa as 
their territory followed a United 


Protesters 
clash with 
police over 
missing 
Basque 


Democratic Front (UDF) rally to 
call for the release of jailed black 


call for the release of jailed black 
nationalist leader Nelson Man- 
dela. 

As thousands emerged from the 
stadium where the rally was held, 
youths buried volleys of bricks and 
bottles at cars driven by whites 
and at parked buses, then stoned 
police speeding off for rei- 
nforcements. 

Eight UDF leaders, silenced for 
months by tough bail restrictions ! 
imposed while they faced trial on 
treason charges, were guests of 
honour at the rally. The state dro- 
pped charges against them and i 
four others Last week. I 


Charges of vote-rigging mars Assam elections 


GAUHATI, India (R) — Charges 
of vote-rigging by rival politicians 
maned peaceful polling Monday 
for a new government in the nor- 
theast Indian state of Assam. 

About 250.000 security forces 
were standing to head off violence 
in the state, where more than 
3.000 people were killed in da- 
shes during elections in 1983. 

Police said 62 armed political 
workers were arrested in the north 
of the state for trying to threaten 
voters. 

Bhubaneswar Kalita, campaign 
manager for Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's Congress (I) Party, told 
Reuters supporters of the rival 
Assam People's Front { APF) had 


snatched ballot boxes and imp- 
ersonated voters in parts of the 
capital, Gauhati. 

APF spokesman Krishna Gopal 
Bhattacharya denied the charge, 
saying Congress (I) was frustrated 
because it would not win the ele- 
ctions. 

The APF, formed in October by 
student leaders cam paignin g aga- 
inst illegal immigrants from nei- 
ghbouring Bangladesh, is widely 
expected to dislodge Congress (T) 
from power. 

An election spokesman said the 
turnout in Monday’s voting for 
125 state assembly and 14 nat- 
ional parliament seats was likely 
to outstrip the record 66 per cent 


set in 1978. 

He said this contrasted sharply 
with a turnout of 32.6 per cent in 
the 1983 polls, when militant stu- 
dents called for an election boy- 
cott and the anti-immigrant cam- 
paign sparked widespread vio- 
lence. 

Monday’s polls were called 
after an accord between the mil- 
itants and the government in 
August ended the six-year cam- 
paign. 

A carnival atmosphere sur- 
rounded polling stations in Gau- 
hati as thousands of voters dressed 
in their holiday best queued up 
early in the morning under the 
gaze of police in riot gear pat- 


rolling the streets. 

Police said no violence was rep- 
orted from the oQ and tea pro- 
ducing state Monday, but four 
people were hurt in election-eve 
clashes. 


Official sources in New Delhi 
said polling was moderate and 
peaceful in the Endian capital and 
11 other states in by-elections for 
seven parliamentary and 12 ass- 
embly seats. 


The elections are regarded as 
the first widespread test of Mr. 
Gandhi’s popularity since his lan- 
dslide win last December fol- 
lowing the assassination of his 
mother Indira. 


Social Democrats triumph Opposition groups protest 


la Portuguese local polls in Dhaka for democracy 


There were no reports of inj- 
uries or arrests in San Sebastian or 
Renteria. 

At least five people were inj- 
ured and seven arrested in clashes 
on Saturday in Pamplona and San 
Sebastian. 

The demonstrators were pro- 
testing against the death of Mikel 
Zabalza, whose body was found 
Sunday Boating in the Bidasoa 
River near here. 

Police said Zabalza, 32 , escaped 
from them on the night of Nov. 26 
while leading them to an arms 
cache. 

On Sunday they said a civil 
guard anti-terrorist patrol found 
his body near the spot where they 
said he had escaped. 

Fifteen Red Cross frogmen sea- 
rched a 500 metre stretch of the 
river for three days without fin- 
ding a trace of die missing man. 

Doctors who performed an aut- 
opsy on Zabalza's body Sunday 


night in Pamplona said Monday 
their initial findings gave dro- 
wning as the cause of death. 


LISBON (Rj — Portugal* s ruling 
centre-right Social Democratic 
( PSD) Party emerged Monday as 
victors in icca! elections, winning 
the country's three biggest cities. 
Lisbon. Oporto nnd Coimbra. 

With the official results of only 
25 local councils still to be con- 
firmed, the PSD had won control 
of 157 out of 305 towns, a few of 
these in alliance with other par- 
ties. 

In Lisbon the PSD, running 
with a right-wing Christian Dem- 
ocrat mayor, increased its lead. 


istered failed to vote in the ele- 
ction, which followed the general 
election last October and came 
only six weeks before next 
month's presidential ballot. 

It was the lowest turnout in the 
12 elections since democracy was 
restored after die 1974 rev- 
olution. 


DHAKA (R) — Thousands of 
opposition activists watched by 
steel-helraeted riot police dem- 
onstrated in Dhaka Monday aga- 
inst die military rule of Ban- 
gladesh President Hossain Moh- 
ammad Ershad. 


winning nearly 50 per cent of the 
vote, though the turn-out was low. 


vote, though the turn-out was low. 

It won Coimbra from the Soc- 
ialists and held on to Oporto, a 
marginal seat party which officials 
thought they might lose. 

Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva, who heads a new minority 
government, described the ele- 
ction as a triumph for his party. 
“PSD influence has widened con- 
siderably," he said. 

In several areas in the left-wing 
south of Portugal, the PSD ran 
alongside opposition Socialists to 
try to defeat the Communist Parly 
and succeeded in a few towns. 


Party activists had warned last 
week that the Portuguese, who 
have voted in 12 national polls 
since the restoration of democracy 
in 1974, were tired of elections. 

More than 200,000 candidates 
competed in Sunday’s poll for 
50,000 seats at city, district and 
village level. 

Prune Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva, whose PSD won the general 
election two months ago, had said 


a good vote for the party was nee- 
ded to boost confidence in his 
minority goveraraenL 

Early forecasts showed the 
PSD-Sotialist alliance had paid 
off in a few towns but indicated 
that the Communists, who have a 
reputation for honest local gov- 
ernment, would hold on to others. 

The Soviet-allied Communists 
were dealt a servere blow, how- 
ever, with the loss of the industrial 
city of Setubal south of Lisboa to 
the Socialist Party. 


notably the industrial city of Set- 
ubal, formerly a Communist str- 


onghold. 

But 36 per cent of those reg- 


test was designed to force Gen. 
Ershad to end military rale imm- 
ediately and announce firm dates 
for.paiiiarneatary elections. 

Hundreds of police guarded the 
city's strategic intersections and 
braidings but they did not try to 
intervene to stop the dem- 
onstration. 

“We have been asked not to str- 
ike unless demonstrators try to 
damage public property, or cause 
other troubles ” one police officer 
told Reuters. 

The protest was called by the 
country’s 15-parly and seven- 
party opposition alliances which 
want four-year-old martial law lif- 
ted, election dates announced, the 


appointment of a caretaker gov- 
ernment to supervise the polls and 
immediate restoration of fun- 
damental rights. 

Gen. Ershad said Sunday night 
he would lift a nine- month-old 
ban on open political activity on 
Jan. 1 and appealed to his opp- 
onents to maintain the peace. 

But political parties said they 
would not chaqge their plans. 
They accused Gen. Ershad of try- 
ing to fool people in the name of 
democracy ana raid his offer was | 
inadequate. 

“Ours is a peaceful campaign 
and our workers won’t become 
violent unless they are attacked by 
police or other government age- 
nts "a leader of the 15-party all- 
iance, headed by Sheikh Hasina 
Wazed, told Reuters. “If s a show 
of strength and unity.” 

Leaders of the seven-party gro- 
uping of Begum Khaleda Zia said 
they could not defer their actions 
until nextmonth. 


They told reporters liquids ext- 
racted from his body would have 
to be subjected to further exa- 
mination to confirm this. 

Jesus Insausti, president of the 
Basque Nationalist Party (PNV), 
the ruling party of die regional 
Basque government, told rep- 
orters Sunday he was surprised 
Zabalza’s body had been found in 
a spot that frogmen had tho- 
roughly searched. 

“There are a thousand una- 
snwered questions," he said. 

Zahaim was arrested with four 
other people in a police raid which 
rounded up suspects in a search 
for arms belonging to ETA (Bas- 
que Homeland and Liberty) gue- 
rrillas. 

. According to police. Zabalza 
admitted he knew die location of 
the cache and led them to a tunnel 
adjoining the Bidasoa River, 
where he escaped through a hole 
in die tunnel wall. 


Wellington unmoved by U.S. threats 
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Roth vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 109432 
T AJ53 

V A 10 4 

* J 

WEST EAST 

* J 6 • Q7 

* Void 'T 10862 

K2 CQ87 53 

* AQ10986543 + 72 

SOUTH 

* AK35 
T KQ974 

V J96 

* K 

The bidding; 

North East South Wesi 

Pass Pass 17 5 ♦ 

S 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lends Six ol ♦. 


We have often remarked that 
deception, to be successful, doesn't 
have to be very dramatic. To prove 
our point, look at this hand from the 
Spring North American Champion- 
ships. held in Montreal. 

The auction was brief in terms of 

the number of bids, but the level 
was quickly in the stratosphere. 
South opened a perfectly normal 
one heart and West bid what be 
hoped he could make -five clubs. 
North raised to five hearts with 
some trepidation, because be felt 
his side might be missing a slam. 


It did not take Bob Ebenstein of 
Winnipeg' long to come up with his 
opening lead— he led the six of 
spades! East's queen was captured 
by the king, and declarer thought 
he knew the He of the land. West's 
lead was apparently a singleton and 
East was (klaecarding with the Q-J. 
Since be had two probable losers in 
the minor suits, he could not afford 
to lose a spade as welL 

To declarer, the road to success 
seemed obvious. He drew two 
rounds or trumps, ending in dummy, 
but he paid no attention to the fact 
that West was void in trumps. 
Next, he ran the ten of spades, and 
Lhat was that. West won the jack, 
cashed the ace of clubs and exited 
with a diamond. The defenders sat 
back to wait for their diamond trick 
— down one. 

We congratulate West for his 
touch of high life, but we don't think 
that declarer should have fallen for 
West's deceptive opening lead. The 
clue to the spade distribution was 
West's void in trumps. Declarer 
should have asked himselt why 
would West lead a singleton when 
he didn't have a trump with which 
to ruffl If he had a singleton spade, 
why would he risk exposing his 
partner's holding in the suit? The 
only rational answer to either query 
is that West could have a singleton 
spade. 


WELLINGTON (R) - Prime 
Minister David Lange said Mon- 
day he was unmoved by United 
States’ threats to intensify dip- 
lomatic pressure on New Zealand 
in a drive to reverse Wellington's 
anti-nuclear policies. 

Mr. Lange told reporters that 
vague and unspecific threats from 
unnamed U.S. officials would he 
ignored by New Zealand. 

Wellington was already living 
with a cut in virtually all defence 
ties with Washington and with the 
loss of influence and access to 
Congress and the Senate which 
reflected the severe displeasure of 
the Reagan administration over 
the nuclear ban, he said. 

“All through that, this gov- 
ernment has kept Us cool,""Mr. 
Lange said. 

Mr. Lange was reacting to. 
Reagan administration moves to 
turn up the heat cm New Zealand 


in a apparent last-ditch effort to 
forestall the passing of a law which 
would enshrine an 11 -month-old 
ban on warships which are thought 
to be carrying nuclear warheads or 
which are nudear-powered. 

“There has been a Decision to 
tell New Zealand strongly that 
defence and economic coo- 
peration is at stake and that a tre- 
aty means full — not partial — 
cooperation.” an official told Reu- 
ters in Washington. 

The legislation was introduced 
to parliament last week but mil 
not finally become law for several 
months. 

New Zealand has previously 
shrugged off U.S. threats to wit- 
hdraw security guarantees, saying 
Washington was never bound 
under foe Australia, New Zea- 
land. U.S. ( ANZ US) defence pact 


constitutional processes. 

Mr. Lange noted that Was- 
hington had consistently said it 
would not apply economic san- 
ctions against his small, isolated 
South Pacific nation and h?ij said 
the framework of the treaty would 
remain intact. 

New Zealand did not want to be 
defended by nuclear weapons but 
wanted to continue to play its role 
in the treaty, which it regarded as a 
conventional alliance not. a nuc- 
lear one. 

The nuclear-free policy would 
be implemented, Mr. Lange said. 

“Lets settle down a bit and rea- 
lise certain things." he added. 
“New Zealand has a policy which 
(foe Labour Party) talked about 


S ie Labour Party) talked about 
r nine years in opposition, imp- 


lemented when it came to gov- 
ernment and has legislated for... 


to do more than consult with its ' And let’s try to get some concept 
allies and react according to its of business as normal." 


Marcos to be charged 


if Aquino is elected 


PAMPLONA, Spain (R) - 
Demonstrators clashed with pol- 
ice in northern Spanish cities dur- 
ing protests against foe death of a 
Basque who disappeared while in 
police custody, officials said. 

Two people were arrested in 
Pamplona, where police fired 
rubber bullets and tear gas at act- 
ivists who set up barricades. 

In foe coastal city of San Seb- 
astian about 1,000 protesters set 
up blazing barricades and hurled 


paving stones at police, while in 
the nearby town of Renteria dem- 


the nearby town of Renteria dem- 
onstrators blocked traffic on the 
national highway linking Spain to 
France. 


NEW YORK (R) - Corazon 
Aquino, widow of Philippine opp- 
osition leader Benigno Aquino, 
says she will arrest Ferdinand 
Marcos for her husband’s murder 
if she is elected to succeed him as 
president, foe New York Times 
reported Monday. 

The Times said Mrs. Aquino, in 
an interview in Manila Sunday, 
said of Mr. Marcos: "I will file 
charges against him." 

Later she modified this sta- 
tement. the Times said, adding: 
“Maybe it doesn't even have to be 
me/’ 

Mrs. Aquino's husband was 
slain at Manila Airport in 1983 
after three years of self-imposed 
exile. She has repeatedly said that 
she holds Mr. Marcos, whom she is 
opposing in a February 7 election, 
responsible for her husband's 
death. 

She spoke to Times editors after 
an election rally Sunday, telling 
them that she had no specific pro- 
gramme of government. 

“The only thing I can really 
offer the Filipino people is my sin- 
cerity," the Times quoted her as 
saying. 

Meanwhile a senior cabinet 
minister Monday accused foe Uni- 
ted States of interfering in Phi- 
lippine politics and said Was- 
hington supported the opposition 
ticket for February’s presidential 
election. 

“What we see as American 
meddling is defined by them as the 
use of “enlightened leverage" on 
foe Philippines to “strengthen the 
democratic institutions," Labour 
Minister Bias Ople told reporters. 

“They have any number of 
(congressional) resolutions that 
practically formalise and leg- 
itimise that intervention. These 
are all undeniable, highly visible 
signs of intervention in our politics 


pressing their support for the Cor- 
azon Aquino-Salvador Laurel tic- 
ket." 

Mr. Ople added: "Very soon, 
we may have to issue another pro- 
clamation of independence just to 
make sure that we are still int- 
erested in preserving our sov- 
ereignty.” 

Accusations of U.S. meddtingin 
the election appears to be eme- 
rging as a theme in the campaign, 
especially charges of American 
bias toward presidential cha- 
llenger Mrs. Aquino, widow of 
murdered opposition leader Ben- 
igno Aquino, and her vice- i 
presidential running mate Mr. 
Laurel. 



Man gets 2 years 
for ‘insolence’ 


The UJS. embassy denied the 
allegations of interference but a 
spokesman said: “I guess we shall 
be hearing a lot of this during the 
near few weeks/' 

Mr. Marcos said this weekend 
that the Central Intelligence Age- 
ncy (CIA) funded and organised 
foe National Movement for Free 
Elections (NarafrelJ, which the 
opposition wants officially enl- 
isted as poll scrutineers: 

Other senior government off- 
icials have said the CIA and the 
U.S. embassy were involved in set- 
ting up the opposition slate. 

The also point to a tearnof "ele- 
ction experts" which visited the 
Philippines last week at foe U.S. 
Senate’s request to observe poll 
preparations. 


KUWAIT(R) - A Kuwaiti judge 
Monday jaded a nan for two years 
for what the Kuwait News Agency 
KUNA called “fosotence" tow- 
ards foe Emir . The agency gave no 
further derails of the charge aga- 
inst Moussa Ghloum Abbas and 
did not state his nationality. He 
was tried by the state security 
court. Newspapers earlier said 
Abbas was arrested for alleged 
defamation of the Emir. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad AJ Sabah, in 
remarks overheard at Kuwait Int- 
ernational Airport. 


Man beats whale 
in Gulf sea battle 


“I think there is no mistaking 
the fact that American authorities, 
working visibly or otherwise, are 


Arturo Toleutino. sacked by 
Mr. Marcos in March as foreign 
minister but named last week as 
his vice-presidential running 
mate, appeared at the same forum 
as Mr. Ople. 

He said: “There was some evi- . 
dence of (CIA) financing of Nam- 
frel in foie past ... but that was 
many years ago." 

Of other 'possible U.S. int- 
erference in the election. Mr. Tol- 
entino said: “I have no evidence of 
that.” 


ABU DHABZ (R) — A 60- 
year-old fisherman battled for 
seven hours with a 2.5-tonne 
whale and managed to beach foe 
creature before his boat was des- 
troyed, a newspaper raid Monday. 
Saeed Rashid Khush told the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates daily Al Kha- 
leej that the force- metre whale 
got caught in his fishing nets and, 
thrashing to free itself, destroyed 
one of his boat's engines. After a 
long struggle the boat was able to 
reach shore with the whale in tow. 
the paper said. 


Santa Claus detained 
with sack of 
Christmas goods 


Mauritian governor dies 


PORT LOUIS (R) — Mauritian' 
Governor-General Sir See- 
woosagur Ramgoolam, the isl- 
and's first prime minister, has died 
aged 85, government officials 
said. 

Ramgoolam, who had been fll 
for some time, led his Indian 
Ocean island to independence 
from Britain. in 1968. 

- He was prime minister until ele- 
ctions in 1982 when his Labour 
Party was crushed by a left-wing 
alliance. 

Referring to foe island’s ethnic 
diversity, Ramgoolam said on his 


sickbed two weeks ago: "Mau- 
ritius is not an island. Mauritius is 
a continent." 


Although he was of Indian des- 
cent like most Mauritians, he wor- 
ked hard to involve others inc- 
luding Chinese, French and Afr- 
icans in national life and politics. 

The government has decreed 
three days of mourning to mark 
his death. 


SYDNEY (R) - A Santa Claus 
was arrested in a department store 
Monday after he helped himself to 
a sackful of goods, saying they 
were for poor and hungry chi- 
ldren. Christmas shoppers wat- 
ched as the cheery -man loaded a 
sack with food and gifts, a store 
spokesman said. The man in the 
Santa suit said he felt it was ,in 
appropriate time to remind people 
about the starving children in Eth- 
iopia and other African countries, 
the spokesman said. Police tho- 
ught differently and charged him 
with stealing. 


Ramgoolam went to Britain in' 
October for medical treatment 
and was unable to take up his off- 
icial duties on his return. 


Sylvester Stallone 
marries Danish actress 


W. German police evict 
anti-nuclear protesters 


Greenpeace starts mission to Antarctica 


WACKERSDORF, West Ger- 
many (R) — ■ Hundreds of police 
moved in on a makeshift camp 
near the Czechoslovak border 
Monday and began evicting pro- 
testers from die planned site of 
West Germany" s first nuclear rep- 
rocessing plant, police said. 

They said foe demonstrators 
were dragged away with minimum 
force after they ignored orders to 
quit tiie forest camp. 

Police strength at the scene was 
increased earlier Monday from 
1 ,500 to 2,000 to protect workers 
clearing the wooded site against 
any disruption by demonstrators. 

for two nights inao)llectioa^30 
to 40 brushwood lean-tos, tents 
and erode log cabins. 

The camp was erected within 
hours by teams of dem o nrtra ton 
who took hammers, saws, axes, 
wire and nails through police fines 
during a mass tally at foe Wac- 
kersdorf site on Saturday. 

A spokesman for the company 
building the plant said clearing 
.work began normally Monday 
morning. 


Police helicopter teams were 
watching more than 1,000 pro- 
testers who spenta second night in 
the disputed zone. 

Eyewitnesses said foe campers 
were reinforced on Sunday by at 
least 1,000 local anti-nuclear 
power activists who brought sacks 
of provisions, straw and sleeping 
bags. 

Tbe main police action at the 
weekend was preventing mak- 
eshift barricades going up across 
foe railway fine from Nuremberg 
into Czechoslovakia. 

Pine troughs gave tbe camp a 
Christmas atmosphere and cur- 
ious onlookers in hiking gear tur- 
ned out to inspect the anti-nuclear 
invasion. 

An information comnnttee set 
up by the organisers of foe dem- 
onstration told reporters on Sun- 
day that police were preparing to 
storm tbe camp. 

A Bavarian Interior Ministry 
spokesman indicated that the pro- 
testers would be left alone for now 
but added that breach of the law 
could not be tolerated ind- 
efinitely. 


LOS ANGELES (RJ -Sylvester 
Stallone, star of the Rocky and 
Rambo films, married Danish 
actress- model Brigitte Nielsen in a 
tightly-guarded private ceremony, 
friends of foe couple said. Nielsen, 
who at 22 is 17 yera younger than 
Stallone, was swathed in white 
mink for her wedding, the friends 
said. She appeared with Stallone 
in Rocky IV, playing foe wife of 
his Soviet boxing opponent. Sta- 
llone and Nielsen made it a match 
at the estate of Irwin Winkler, 
producer of the Rocky films, in the 
Los Angeles coastal resort of Mal- 
ibu. Security guards scrutinised 
the wedding guests as they drove 
up to the estate gales in lim- 
ousines. Stallone's 10-year mar- 
riage to Sasha Stallone ended in 
divorce earlier this year. This was 
also the second marriage for Nie- 
lsen. 


Airliner loses wing 
parts near Boston 


SYDNEY, Australia (AF) —The 
ecologist ship Greenpeace left 
Monday for Antarctica despite 
bad ice conditions and criticism 
that it is ill-prepared for its mis- 
sion to declare the continent a 
world park. 

“We ail appreciate foe dan- 
gers." said spokesman Peter Wil- 
kinson. <( We're not going down 
for a confrontation nor are we 


to foe world community and be 
declared a world park. 

“Our task is to prevent Ant- 
arctica from becoming yet another 
wilderness despoiled By greed and 
insensitivity," said Wilkinson, 
who said he fears that colonisation 
coupled with mineral exploitation 
could make it foe site of military 
conflict. 


ship's two-week stopover in Syd- 
ney to join the sleds, tractors, lan- 
ding craft, crates of supplies and 
portable huts on the ship's decks. 

Four members will remain beh- 
ind after the main expedition pulls 
out in February to carry out res- 
earch into foe fauna and flora of 
the Antarctic. 


Peking exposes high level 
corruption, bribery scandal 


PEKING (R) — Police have arr- 
ested the head of Peking's Public 
Utilities Department and other 
senior officials for corruption, the 
Peking Daily reported Monday. 


going to make fools of ourselves." 
“u the ice is too bad. we simnlv 


-TO ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS - 
AND 

AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 


The Ministry of Tourism wishes to purchase original 
colour photo slides depicting all archaeological and 
tourist sites of Jordan. 

Those wishing to sell such slides should present 
them to the ministry’s design department as of 
Monday Dec. 16,' 1985. 


“u the ice is too bad, we simply 
won’t try to get there,” Wilkinson 
said ata quayside news conference 
in Sydney Harbour. “We’re not 
going down there to be heroes.” 
Greenpeace (dans to establish a 
base camp in foe New Zealand- 
controlled Ross Dependency 
immediately south of New Zea- 
land to monitor how the southern 
continent is being used by the 18 
Antarctic Treaty nations. 

By wintering over, Greenpeace 
would fulfill one criterion to be a 
member of the Antarctic Treaty 
— but not another, since only nat- 
ions, not organisations, can join. 

The international env- 
ironmental group is opposed to 
any nation laying claim to foe ter- 
ritory, believing it should belong 


The expedition comprising 35 
crew members is using a former 
Dutch ocean-going tug, renamed 
Greenpeace. 

The ship is stopping briefly in 
Melbojurne, southern Australia, 
on Thursday Co collect more fuel. 

The 191 -loot (57 3 metre) ship, 
which left Amesterdam on Aug. 
18 for Australia via foe P anama 
Canal, then Mururoa and New 
Zealand in foe South Pacific, had 
its bows reinforced to steam thr- 
ough pack ice. 

Wilkins on said ice conditions 
were the worst in 15 years and he 
seemed unconcerned that a vet- 
eran Australian Antarctic res- 
earch ship, Nella Dan, has been 
trapped in foe ice for the past six 


The mission, which Greenpeace 
says is costing 51 million, has 
come in for strong criticism from 
Australia and New Zealand, 
which both have claimed territory 
on the continent. 


Newspapers also said nat- 
ionwide fraud was costing more 


loowide fraud was costing more 
than a bflHon dollars a year. The 
two reports were the most serious 
so far in a wave of public exp-- 
I osures of high-level cheating and 
corruption in China. 


($40,625) in bribes to keep their 
operation quiet and kept most of 
foe rest 

Ma is one of foe highest-ranking 
officials to be implicated in a series 
of corruption scandals which tbe 
Chinese press has publicised this, 
year to combat graft. - 

The newspaper said 21 officials 
had been involved, but 11 had 
been disriptihed without police 
arrest. 


BQSTOIST (R) — A British Air- 
ways 747 airliner carrying 27J 
people from London lost pan of a 
wing flap over a suburban town 
before landing safely at Boston's 
Logan International Airport, an 
airihte spokesman said . Tire debris 
struck a car and the top of a house 
in Revere, a town about eight kil- 
ometres north east of the airport 
Officials said no one was injured. 
Officials and a witness' had said f 
earlier that the debris had come 
from the rear of the airliner. VS. 
aviation officials ordered the 
plane . grounded until an inv- 
estigation determines the cause of 
the incident. 


Elephants fcffl 4, 
destroy booses 


Australian Science Minister 
Barry Jones has repeatedly called 
for Greenpeace to scrap foe trip, 
saying the crew do not realise the 
dangers they will face in Ant- 
arctica. 

‘They are amateurs”' Mr. 
Jones said recently. “They are 
iU-prepared.” 


Wilkinson disagreed, saying: 
“We’Ve said right from foe start 


A helicopter, to be used for spo- 
tting,^ was taken aboard during the 


we know it’s a risky business. We 
know what we're doing. Several 
members of the crew have been on 
previous Antarctic survey mis- 
sions with Britain. They're not 
fools.” 


The Peking Daily said Ma Xue- 
liang, head of foe city's Public Uti- 
lity Department, and nine other 
senior officials had been detained 
on charges of large-scale cor- 
ruption and bribery. 

It said Ma, 52, pocketed several 
thousand yuan in bribes for joi- 
ning two managers at the city- 
owned gas company who set up 
their own profit-making “peace 
gas company” using the city’s fac- 
ilities and bank accounts. 


“We regret to notice that 
among the 21 are veteran cadres 
who joined the Co mmunis t Party 
more than 30 years ago ... and 
even people held up last year as 
muhjcqjaf labour heroes,” It said. 

Western diplomats said the 
exposure of such a senior cadre 
■was intended to show that no one ! 
could get away with graft, winch 
has mushroomed in me wake of 
economic reforms. 


The two illegally gained IS mil- 
lion yuan (31460,5b0) over six 
months, mainly by charging their 
costs to foe crty gas company, it 
said. They gave out 130,000 yuan 


. The People’s Daily said a nat- 
ionwide probe info more than 
43,000 firms and offices unc- 
overed cases of fraud totalling 3.9 
bflEon yum ($1 2 billion) in foe 
first nine months this year. 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — 
Wad elephants rainpaging thr- 
ough new settlements tn the Chi- 
ttagoughffl tracts, an area of rug- 
goa hiBs and forests, have- killed 
four people and destroyed several 
hundred houses in -foe last six 
mouths, the newspaper Daily 
. News has reported. Tbe Engtkh - 
langnagjenewspapersaidtheele- 
pfaanta come down from deep fiav 
ests at night and. destroy houses,' 

banana p lantefinwc pmgflpp|e 

groves and rubber plantations in 
different ports of foe 13,000- 
square%9ometre h31' tracts bor- 

»<*■ A i> r.— *■ -- _ 


and Mfroram. Incite attack oil a 
house with foursleepmgpeople in 
it; in foeBallasaritbrtstarea, the 
.elephants kitied one man. and in 

another, the paper said. ' 





